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want. Bu t I t h i n k t h i s is typical of what they are trying to do
here. Quite f r an k l y , I t h i n k we co u l d offer probably about
25 different amendments, paring down this bill to virtually
nothing except a couple small pieces that they really want, and
that would be no competition for local service. I think that is
what they want. Some of these other companies involved, they
want competition for the interstate long distance. But t h o se
are the tw o areas that they really want with the bill. And a
lot of the stuff was gust put on because they thought the could
get away w ith i t. Now I suppose it really doesn't makemuch
d i f f e r e n c e w i>ethe r w e supp o r t this amendment or oppose t he
amendment. I guess if Senato: Hoagland wouldn't support the
b i l l I ' d b e mor e i nc l i ned t o vote against the amendment because
i. is getting pretty close, 25 votes are getting pretty tight.
I t h i nk we a I I i e a i i e t ha t . Fvery single vote is important in
here b e c ause t he y ' r e g oi ng t o n eed 25 . The Go v e r n o r ha s - aid h e
wil l s i gn t he b i l l , so t he 25 v ot e s wi l l be i mp or t an t . And they
will only need 25 because there will be no veto. I t w i l l b e up
to this body to make the decision. I want you to keep that in
mind when you think a b out this amendment but when you are
t h i n k i n g a b ou t t h e b i l l .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Because of the confus i o n t h e y b r o u gh t i n a b i l l
here wh i ch i s t he most far-reaching b i ll t ha t h as bee n
i n t r o d u c ed , o i s being considered throughout t he c o u n t r y .
There is not one state in the Union that has a b i l l t h at al l ows
them to have no competition for local service. This b i l l wi l l
i nc i e as e t e l eph o n e rates, thei.e is no question about t h a t . And
you 25 th a t fin ally v o te fc . this bill wi l l be the ones
instituting a telephone rate increase which I bel i ev e wi l l go
f ar be yo n d t he t ax and spending issues we' ve been talking about
in the e s sion. I a gree with Senaror Harris when he says t h i s

probably the most fa -reaching piece o f l eg i s l at i on we wi l l
c on i de i t h i . y ea r . I s t i l l c an ' t . be l i e v e i t i s mov i ng a l on g .
I st ll can't believe it is o n Se l e c t F i l e .

SPEAKEI N I CHOL : T i me .

SENATOR ABBOUD: But I owe that to the fact of the confusion of
t he b i l l . Th ank you .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Th a n k yo u . Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEN: I c a l l t he que s t i o n .

11465


