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other services. So there is going to be some change no m atter
what. We are at that point. Y ou can say we never s h o u l d h a v e
gotten here. T hat doesn't really matter. It is a fact of
l i f e . . .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Time.

SENATOR DECANP: ...by virtue of the federal deregulation and
all these things. I didn't get to the main point, but I' ll t r y
to speak a g a in .

S PEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r A b b o ud , t hen Senato r k . a r r i s .

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr. President, colleagues, I think this debate
is shaping up to one issue a nd that issue i s c ompet i t i on ,
competition and when should competition take place. Now Senator
Schmit has o ffered an am erdment which I f ee l i s a v er y
reasonable amendment. We talked about the amendment earlier on
General Fi l e , p r ov i d i ng f o r competition where competition is
al lowed. Whe r e c om pet i t i o n ex i s t s t he r e wi l l b e no r e g u l a t i o n
of the P ublic Service Commission. Now I thought that that was
what this bill was all about, providing for competition s o t ha t
telephone rates c ould go down for long distance. I suppo r t e d
that concept. Last year representatives came to m e fr om the
telephone industry and they said, Chris, we have a g r e a t b i l l
for you, we have a bill that will reduce telephone ra tes, it
will reduce telephone rates for long distance. I coul d s u p p o r t
that. I felt that was a good concept, that is a good philosophy
to have. Any tame the rates go down, i t i s b ene f i c i a l t o my
constituents in my district. Unfortunately this bill goes well
beyond that. I don't know why it goes beyond. I gu e s s t he y
figure they had the votes so they decided to take that one next
step and provide for deregulation at the local level. Now I ' m
handing out o n t he fl oor a letter that was done up by the
National Federation of I ndependent Bu si ne s s e s , over 7 , 00 0
members throughout the state. And what these businesses are,
basically the small businessman in the state, the businessman
that owns th e local clothing s tore , t he har d w ar e s t o r e , the
grocery store, gas station, the one that has to deal wi th the
day-to-day realities of increased costs from utilities, f rom
taxes, the ones that are just trying to barely make it i n t h i s
tough agricultural economy. They have on e c o n c e rn , a n d t h at
concern zs that if there is deregulation of local serv ic e wh at
we are going to be faced with in the coming years is a situation
called local measured service. Now what is local measured
service? When you make a long distance t e lephone c a l l , l e t ' s
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