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constitutional . What he is saying in essence iS we can never
deregul ate anything. It says the powers and duties of such
commi ssion, blah, blah, blah, shall include, and then +the |ast
words that he forgot to mention to you, as the Legislature nay
provide by law. Nowyou see when the Constjtution turns over

authority to us, as it does here, that is the authority to nake
t he decisions whether to regul ate, deregulate. The only problem
there is that if you do decide you want g particular type of
regulation, then it has to be in that conm ssion set up for it.

So we are not in any constitutional problem there. Senator
Schmt suggested, in his particularproposal, which | want to
address specifically, he would keep a conpl ex and additional new
system of regul ation, but the goal of this new regulation, is

new system would be as follows, it would be to get deregul ation
when the conpetition decided that the conpetition was g

perfect. Now | et me show you the Catch-22. | etuys assume, and
this is the actual case, but let's talk about cars r(ather than
tel ephones, | et us assunme we were regul ating cars, car dealers,

and we had a law that said the dealer, in Neligh, Nebraska, had
to sell S10,000 Chevroletsat $5,000. Ckay? We have to sell

$10,000 Chevrolets at $5,000. But as soon as there s

conpetition we are goi nfT:I to allow deregul ation, allow the

business to go to the nornal market. Now | et nme ask you this,

if you are forcing sonebody to sell $10,000 itens at $5, 000 how
many people are going to com® jn and conpete to sell their

$10,000 items at $5,000? That is the |udicrousnessof this
whol e idea that somehow if you regulate forever you are going to
create conpetition. It simply isn't going to work and hasn't
wor ked. You get competitionpy allowing conpetition, by

all owi ng the marketplace to operate’ ' And there are all kinds of
conpetitive forces, fromthe new technol ogies, to the conpletely
unregul at ed groups providing tel ecommuni cations services. There
are all kinds of conpetitive forces. And it is unreasonable to

keep one in handcuffs and the others outside.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: One m nute.

SENATOR DECAMP: Senator Schmt said | will bet you, Iwill bet
you that within 5 years you are going tg see a 50 percent
increase in sone tel ephone service. Senator Schmit, | wll bet
you that within 5 years you will see a 50 percent increase in
sone tel ephone service, whether this bill passes or doesn t
pass. No matter what, you have sone services that sinply are so

far bel ow cost and are being subsidized that the ti Hoon is
ready to break. I will also bet you you see 5@r 8 per cent

declines, | said declines, that is dropping in the price of sone
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