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been a controversial issue since last year whn we passed
LB 715. I would highlight that | have passed out a packet of
material for your reading. | hope that you will take a ook gt
it. It is a copy...a cover letter fromne, gl sp the anmendnent,
and, finally, a letter fromseven farmorgani zations that have
expressed their suppor+ for the amendment. As one of those
i ndi vidual s who did not support LB 715, | guess that | could say
that | was not supportive of the occasional farmsale provision
in that bill last year. | amstill opposed to it on a policy
decision that | think was inappropriate, and!| amhoping that |

can get enough support in this Legislature to reverse that
deci sion. Now, eventually soneone is goi n?.to ask the question,
i

or possibly Senator Vard Johnson will highlight the cost of this
particular program or at | east the noney that has been
generated through the tax. It depends on, | am assum ng, who

you talk with but I have heard beginning that it was somewhere
around $2 nmillion. This nmorning it went up to $2.2 nmillion. gg

it is sort of a variable there. | am not sure that anybody has
a specific figure to give you but it is a substantial danmount of
noney that has been generated through this tax, and| recognize
that we are going through a difficult period of t{ime with the
shortfall in <collections but as a policy, as | said before, |
feel that it is inportant that we revert back to the pre-1985
LB 715 days as we did then in not taxing occasional farmsales.
Many of these farm sales are generated pecause of distress

situations in a farmer'soperation and | think that is an
unfortunate situation. | amnot going to spend a |ot of time
arguing the bill. | would sinply say that nost of us, in fact,

| assune all of us have a set opinion on this and | don't think
that a long debate will change many of your minds. Sg|am just
going to wurge the body to seriouslyconsider adopting {his
amendnent which woul d take off the sales tax on occasional
sales, specifically farm sales, which |I f eel was the wong
decision a year ago, and | think it is wong today, and | am

going to tryand rectify that situation, and whether | get the
votes or not is questionable but | amcertainly

hoping that |
can find at |east 25 people who would agree with mgtt?at qt was

probably inappropriate then and hopefully they will vote to
rectify that situation.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vard Johnson.

SENATORV. JOHNSON: M. Speaker and nenbers of the Legi sl ature,
Senator Rod Johnson has done an excellent job in the last two

days, | believe, inreally fram ng good tax policy questions and
I want to commend Senator Johnson for that. yesterday he talked
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