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which, of course, is debatable. S enator He f n e r .

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr . President and members of the body, I am
opposing this bill. I just want to read to you a portion of the
latest fiscal note that we got. This came from the legislative
fiscal analyst.

PRESIDENT: Call of the house is r aised , e x c use me , S ena t o r .

S ENATOR HEFNER: O k a y , t hank y ou . LB 46 1 , as amended, p r o v i d e s
enabling legislation for the Nebraska Educational Communications
Commission to establish and operate a statewide educational and
public radio network as funds become avai l a b l e . NET C x s t o seek
f unding f r o m f e d e r a l , state, foundation, and pr i v a t e s o u r c es f o r
the capital construction and the operations of such a network
over a period of time. Since the enabling legislation does not
specif y t he l e ve l of funding required from each source c i t e d
above, the impact to the stat e c an n o t be determined at t h is
time. It should be noted, however,that at some point in the
future, some point xn the future there may be an i nc r ea se i n
Genera l Fu nd e xpend i t u r es d u e t o t h i s en ab l i n g l e gi s l at i on . I
just wanted to call this to the body. I think t he private
companies, radio stations, a re do i n g a go o d j ob . I do no t s ee a
need for t his a t this time. W hat we ar e d o i n g , we are t yi n g
future Legislatures to appropriate money to put this i n p l ace .
So I wou l d u r ge you to vote against the advancement of this
b i l l .

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem. Senator Withem. I' ll move on t o

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President, members, I don't disagree with
Senator Hefner. I don't disagree with the fiscal note. I t i s
absolutely true that there is the possibility that there could
be some state funds asked for in the future because it is going
to be p art of t h e educational telecommunications s ystem. W e
fund the educational telecommunications system right now. But
let me remind Senator Hefner, and let me remind the r est o f y ou
that I don't remember ever passing an A bill in this b ody t h at
didn't take 33 votes to pass. Now, if you don't want to fund it
next ye ar , t h en you don't get the 33 votes to fund it. I t ' s
t hat . i m p le . It is that simple. Look at your book. Net raska
B roadcaster s Asso c > a t i o n opposed this bill. They' ve always
opposed this bill. I t ' s a strange thing, the Nebraska
Broadcasters Association opposes pub l i c r ad i o . N ation a l
Broadcasters Association supports public r adio . Th e Nationa l

Senator V i c k e rs .
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