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in the balconies, only in the case of radio at |east they could
be |istening even thought they couldn't see that sonmetinmes we
tend to not be paying a whole ot of attention,gsis the case
right now. Thank you, M. President.

PRESI DENT: Senator Scofi el d.

SENATOR SCOFI ELD: Thank you, M. President. This anmendnent, as
Senat or Johnson has pointed out, sinply kills the bill. |
object to that manner of proceeding here. |f you have a problem
with public radio, Senator Peterson, and Senator Hefner, and
Senat or Lanb, then why don't you just do it right up front and
try to Kkill the billy Al this does is sinply authorizes the
public radio systemin the state. There is no guarantee of
state doll ars. Infact, |I' ve made a personal conmtnment to go
out and help raise those private dollars and I'm convinced we
can do it, because | do get callsfrompeople in nmy district
tal king about the lack of information that is available to them
tal king about the |ack of diversity in terms of other kinds of

progranmmi ng t hat is available to them They can tell you what
is going on in Denver, Colorado. They can tell you what s
going on in Wom ng. They can tell you what is going on in
South Dakota. They don't have any idea what is oing on in
Nebraska. To adopt this anendment sinmply rules out the
possibility of using the resources that e currentl y have in
pl ace. Essential to this is the use of the existi'ng ETM ower

system It seens to me that these folks that are gg concerned
about the budget and fiscal conservatismwould be interested in
using what we have invested state dollars in more efficient|y
and to nore effectively serve our public rather than denying thée
public the best use of their resources that are already in
pl ace, while not asking themto pay out any nore state (ogllars..
The special need for this is in the npst rural areas o?thls
state. |If you' ve driven up Hi gh\/\a%ez, or across those parts of

rural Nebraska, which apparently t sponsor s of this an'endn'ent’
at least two of them aren't famliar with, Senator Lanb shoul d

be, you know what is available to you out there in terms of
i nformation, you know what is available to you in ternms of
radio, and it is slimto none, particularly across sone of those
areas, folks. 1' ve had calls frompeople who gre elderly who
are concerned about their need for information. There are man
opport'.inities in educational areas for schools, particularly
rural schools which this could help, the farnmers that Senator

Vickers has talked about. |t would also benefit those fol ks who
are visuall y impaired. The thing that | need to point out
again, also, is if you look at where our budget is and what we
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