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matter, that is their business. And this bill, with the
amendrment, will allowthemto do that. Al| it does is to ensure
that the present version of the bill will not involve state

nmoney. We have heard, nany tines, Senator Wrner warn of the
problems of future costs which a previous Legislature has

enacted. And this is the case that is in point...on point.
This is on point, that while there is no appropriation at this
point, this bill would al lowstate funding of public radio in

the future, unless you adopt this amendnent. Sol strongly urge
you to adopt this anendnent and go fromthere.

P RESIDENT: Senator Vickers.

SENATOR VI CKERS: Mr. President, nenbers, clearly this is an
i ssue of whether or not we want the public to have a little nore
of information and input as to exactly what goes oni n here.
That is the question. That i s the issue. There are those
menbers of this body that would just as soon not have those
cameras over in the corners. There are those nenbers of this
body that would just as soon not have caple available to the
people in Lincoln and Omha. There are others of us who would
just as soon have cable available to the people across the State
of Nebraska. But we recognize that that is not going to happen,
at least not in the short-term Maybe sone day it will.

seems to me that one of the things that Senator Peterson said
that | stlrongIK.disagree with is that he had not. had anybody
fromup in is area that was very strongr asking for public
radi o. Wel |, that...it is strange because \yhen | first got
involved with this issue it was because of the comment made by
an individual, whohappensto live in hisdistrict, atga publ ic
hearing on this issue before the Education Committee a nunber of
years ago. | 'Il relate the story to you. This young man said
that he was a farner, that he got tired of listening to easy
listening, that he got tired of listening to country western, hé
got tired of listening to rock, occasionally he wanted to listen
to something that was nore stinulating, atleast to him, andhe
coul d occasionally pick up lowa public yadio on his tractor
radio. And, asa result, he was nuchnore informed about the
actions of the lowa Legislature than he was about the Nebraska
Legislature. He had listened jn to public hearings, he had
listened to floor debate, he knew the issues and knew “\what was
going on in the lowa Legislature. He asked if it would not be
possible to use existing ETV towers that already have the
capability of broadcasting around the State of Nebraska, gcross
the State of Nebraska, if It would not be possible to use iphgse
towers to provide public radio so people |ike himself who, 55he
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