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brought these amendnents to you, 2619 directs that districts
shal | develop rules and regulations. That places it at the
| ocal control and nakes it mandatory. I'm going to offer a
substitute amendment for that, which is filed | ater down the
road, which nakes it not mandatory but gives themthe option tg
because I think sometimes |ocal people nust take control of
their own destiny and nust take control of their own groundwater
quality and sinply cannot wait for national state actions. The
second amendnment designated that the Department of Health shall
develop and inplenent rules and regulations for groundwater
quality. And the third one directs the Environnmental Control
Council to do that. They are currently working on such rul es
and regul ations. But that has been a point of contention in the
agricultural community in particul ar,andthere has been some
concern about who shoul d devel op these and shoul d we aspire
certain health standards. That' s been a problem and a point of
contention for a nunber of years, particularly on the nitrate

i ssue. It seenms to nme the reason we have environnmental laws is
because of our concern with health. If we weren't concerned
with health, | don't think we'd have environnental |aws. And so

there may be a very conpelling argunment given for placing that
entire responsibility with the Health Departnent in the State of
Nebraska. Wehave, however, in Nebraska, given that authorit

to the Environmental Control Council and I woul d hope t hat they
woul d nove in that direction and continue the work that the
have begun. But | think that is an issue that we will have ¥o
address again next year. It needs to be worked out among the
various | evel s of governnment to figure out V\ho is going to do
what, and at the same time not delay this so |ong that we
seriously jeopardiae our current high quality of water and at
the same tine that we can stop some of the serious problens that
are al ready occurring, particularly with the nitrate
contani nati on. S, with that [ittl e bit of comment, | will
wi t hdraw t hose amendnents.

CLERK: M. President, Senator Scofield would move to amend.
And, Senator, this is the one you filedwith ne this norning, |

believe 2849. (The Scofield anendnent appears on pages 1910-11
of the Legislative Journal.

SENATOR SCOFI ELD: Thank you, M. Clerk. This one |'m seri ous
about, folks. This one raisesthe issue of who should pe
responsi ble for groundwater quality in the state, gndwhat kinds
of activities can we take right now to protect our groundwater
quallty Thi s anendnent states...it is very simlar to the

hat | wi t hdrew, 2619, if you are followng it in the Journa?
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