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with some of the businesses inside of the town limts and sone
outside. So with that | decided I'mgoing to support the Kkill
motion.

PRESIDENT: Thank you, SenatorEret. Senator Conway’ did you
wi sh to speak on the nmotion to kill? I think it may not "be
necessary. Thank youfor the notion anyway. |f there are no
others to speak, | recogni ze Senator Lanb to cl ose.

SENATOR LAMB: Thank you, Nr. President, menbers of the
Legislature, not too many of Yyou were here when the first
additional half cent sales tax was authorized and that, of
course, was Omaha. | think that was the first year | was here,
maybe 1977 or '78, one of those years. Senator DeCamp was here.
Sone people were here and that was really a big, big, bpig push
and there were dinners and there were |unches and there was all
kind of pressure brought to bear to just take care of this

probl em over in Omaha. We need this extra half cent sales tax
because if we don't do that, we're going to have to have a
garbage tax and nobody in Oraha wants a garbage tax. Andso I'm
a bit surprised with Senator Hartnett'sstatenents, well, in a
coupl e of ways because he coined this phrase or this new word g
few weeks ago, "creepyism", and this additional half cent sales
tax thing is a prinme exanple of "creepyisnt'. vyouknow, first we
were only going to have it for Omha. Then, of course, we got

it eventually, a couple of years ago, for Lincoln and now we" re
going to authorize it all across the gstate and that, after
you' ve been here a while you realize that's the way things work.

Let's jUSt stick it in here for this specia| situation and...but

then it goes on and on fromthere. Senator Hartnett says

farmers don't pa%/ income tax or, at |east, he inferred that they
don't pay their fair share of income tax. | really disagree

with that because farners do pay their fair share of i ncone tax,
if they do have inconme. Now, it is tr"e, if you buy a part for
your tractor, you subtract that from your gross income. Now. if

you can consider that avoiding income tax, that is _ not
realistic. You do have to be able to deduct l|egitinmte business
expenses and that's what farmers do and that's what a
busi nessman does in any town or anywhere. Andso farmers do pay
their fair share of income tax. Amrendment 4 was mentioned,

Amendrent 4. The thing that was to happen there was status duo.
The only thing that was to happen there was to keep the property
taxes in rural areas fromclinbing out of sight as a result of a
situation in Kearney, the Holiday Inn case, and that's really
what it was to do. Now, of course, when you got right down to
coming up with actual legislationto implementit, there have
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