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h arm in l i m it i ng t he b i l l i n t h i s re sp ec t b u t I can certainly
r espect those who might f eel o t h e rw i s e , i nc l ud i n g the
co-sponsors of this bill, and I would yield the rest of my t ime
to Senator Scofield, if I might, Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank you, Senator Hoagland. I would l i ke t o
just make one point here and I think there is a good r eason t o
leave the child-witness in there. We had some s peci f i c
instances brought to our at tention,specifically one where a
l i t t l e chi l d had wi t ne s s e d the parents beat the s ib l i n g t o
death. I think that is a pretty traumatic experience. I t h i n k
t hese ar e u n u sua l c a s e s . This woul d o n l y b e used i n e xt r eme
cases. T hey do occur. I think there is good justification for
not changing that and I would urge you to reject the amendment.
Thank you.

SENATOR LAND.S : Th ank you , Senator Scofield. We have one
additional light now and that is Senator Lundy.

SENATOR LUNDY: I wi l l j u s t mak e a brief statement that I agree
with what has been said by Senator Scofield. I t h i n k w e s h o u l d
leave it alone without the amendment.

S ENATOR LANDIS: Th a n k y o u , S e n a t o r L u n d y . That no w l eav es u s
with the closing by Senator Johnson on his substitute amendment.

SENATOR V . JOH NSON: Nr. Speaker, members of the Legislature,
this amendment is offered to help with a pot ent i al
constitutional problem that LB 90 has, and, you k n ow, u n de r t h e
United States Constitution, a n accused, wh i c h c o u l d b e a ny o n e
of u s i n ne r e , i s ent i t l ed t o f ace h i s accuser , a n d e v e n i f h i s
accuser is a little child, that accused is entitled to face that
accuser. Well, LB 90 says that under some circumstances the
accused c an b e isolated from the accuser,and tha t i s do ne
essentially to get the truth out of the child and to a l low t h e
child to te stify in a friendly atmosphere. That i s w h y i t i s
being...that is the basic purpose of LB 90. H owever, L B 9 0 g o es
f ur t he r t ha n j u st s i mp l y de a l i n g wi t h t he accu s e r b ec a u s e i t
also deals w ith witnesses who ar e not the accusers, and the
Nebraska State Bar Association suggests that for purposes of
protecting the co nstitutionality of wh at i s at i ssue , we at
least on t his g o-around eliminate the i solation of t he
child-witness from the accused. We don't put that in LB 90. We

Senator J o h nson .
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