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consi der abl e anount of tine. This bil | was supported by ¢t
QOmaha Police Departnment as a result of a crackdown in the G
of Omaha, Douglas County, as well as in Lancaster County w
individuals that were selling these photographs and actual
meki ng t he photographs. Now, this was al so supported by th
city prosecutor as well as the Douglas County Attorney's O fice
and the county attorneys throughout the State of Nebr aska
because they see a real need to increase the penalties in
dealing with these types of individuals. Now, serving on the
Judiciary for the |ast four years we' ve had to deal " with a |ot
of very difficult topics. The bill was first introduced ny
first year down there, rrK first year in the Judiciary Conmittee
b% Senat or Goodrich and there was sone concern at that tine with
tofe First Amendnent questions, with just the general phil osophy

| i ncreasi ng. the penal ties. Now | was a co-sponsor at that
time on that bill as well as Senator Higgins' bill in increasing

the penalties and | can guarantee to you that in that particul ar
commttee we have a broad range of viewpoints fromthose that
seek to increase the penalty to those that woul d seek to keep
the criminal penalties as they are. Sy | was quite content with
the unani nous approval of the conmmitt~e in 3 6-0, | believe,
vote to move the bill out of committee. | thought we had put
together a nice conpromise to deal with the particular problem
in Douglas County. Now what does the anmendnent do that Senator
Higgins is offering? Well it increases the penalties from. .at
the present tine it's a first class m sdenmeanor for |nJ|V| dual's
that basically distribute or sell these photographs. Now what
ny bill does is it increases it froma first class m sdéneanor
to a Cass IV felony with a maxi mum possi ble termof five years
and maxi mum fine of 425,000 which is a considerable junp over a
G ass | misdeneanor, which | believe has a one-year penalty gn
it. Now, | thlnkltlsablg ChanQEanytin’E you nove up a step
inthe crimnal scale. | think it says to these child nolesters
that the State of Nebraska is very tough on the individuals that
sell or distribute these photographs, i

think you have to be congistergwt Fn theb(l:thi mnal llarrvvortlamilnyk Ia
murder, an individual that purders another individual shopld
have a greater penalty than an individual that speeds throughI a
traffic light. You should have a greater penalty for an
i ndividual that rapes another individual in conmparison to a
penalty froma person that commts a sinple traffic infraction
like running a stop sign or parking on the wong side of the
street and so we have different scales with the crimnal system
At the present tine in the law, the bill that was epacted | ast
year by the Legislature that was spearheaded by Senator Higgins,
we enacted intolaw penalties t hat provided that if an
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