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conservation program 90-10 over here where you have a conpl ai nt
and a mandat ory programwhere the farmer is mandated to do ggme
work, | want to emphasize gne nore thing that Senator Sieck
pointed out. There are a lot of farmers out“there and pany of

them are on farns whichregui reand need conservation V\DI’E v%o
donot have the money. | served 12 years as g3 director of a
wat ershed district and | got easenments for a buck and |ater on
we paid hundreds of thousands of dollars, grtens of thousands,
of dollars for those easenments. Sonme farnmers were able to do it
and were glad to do it. Later on we adopted a different
phi | osophy where we paid for easements. sg | would suggest that
you go back 30, 40 years, there was muchwork done when gegnator
Sieck was active with the Salt project down here. |twas done
where the farmer paid for nost of it and certainly he didn"t get
paid for easements. The times have changed. The price of the
I'and has changed. The value of the Iand has changed. Tpe taxes
have increased dramatically and, therefore, | think that the
proposal by Senator Rod Johnson is not a fair gpe. It's not

that he doesn't have some good ideas, but | think at this point

intinme it should not be adopted and | would vigorousl oppose
the proposal. Again, | want to emphasize 75- Zg vol unt ary
conpliance, 90-10 mandatory, considerable difference. If you're

forced to do something by the state, then | think if tpe state

feels that deeply about it, they ought to pay the bulk of the

cost. Thank you, M. President. | oppose the anmendment .
SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Senator Schmit. There being no
other lights, Senator " johnson to close onyour amendnent to
LB 474.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: M. President, this is one particular tine,
assumng that Senator Schnit and | are going to disagree,
al though we tended to agree on nost all the other issues, %ut [
strongly believe that 75-25 is not an |nsignificant amount of
money to be contributed or to entice a arr?er to participate in
the program In most cases itis going to be up to the Natural
Resource District to make in their best judgment whether or not
excessive soil |osses have taken place and if you read the . |
you will see that the NRDs will try their very best to work out
agreements with those farmers to find ways to prevent ggij
| osses wi thout having to cause or bring about a cause of act?on
against the farner. |'m assuming that in certain cases there
are going to be farmers who sinply don't want to participate in
the program nuch to their own detrinment as a matter qf fact.
It would seemto nme that good | and stewardship I's son‘et%i ng t%at

woul d help their yield potential of their farmoperation and |
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