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SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Senator Sieck. Senator Schmit, the
last light before closing.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Tha n k you, Nr. President and members of the
body. First of all I want to emphasize some of the points that
were made by both Senator Rod Johnson and Senator Si eck, there
isn't any money there. We' re t a l k i n g about $100 , 0 0 0 at t he
l ower e nd an d mayb e $ 1.9 mi l l i on a t t he u p pe r e n d an d i f you
wanted to take bets here, and I'm the betting man I gu es s , I
would say it would be a lot closer to the 100,000 than it would
the 1.9 million. So Senator Johnson hasa va l i d p o i n t . He
wants to s tretch that money as far as it's going to go. You
start stretching $100,000 across the State of Nebraska , you ' r e
going to have to stretch it pretty thin, e ven as a r u b be r c h e c k
I think, to make it stretch. It isn't going to stretch. We' re
going to do nothing with this unless the state puts some money
i nto i t . We ' r e j u st . . . I h ave p ut t h e b i l l t oge t h e r a n d t he b i l l
i s a g ood b i l l . I t go es m u c h , much farther than I wo u ld ever
h ave g o n e f i ve yea r s ago , I ' l l tel l y o u t h a t ve r y b l un t l y ,
because it takes away from the farmer a lot more of the r i gh t t o
manage his land than I would ever have acquiesced to a few years
ago. But if we do that, then I believe it's fair that the state
pay 90 percent of the conservation c ost . Th e r e i s a vast
difference between the 75 and the 25 under a voluntary program
and a 75 -25 u nde r a m andat or y p ro g r a m. I think you can get the
difference. If I volu ntarily come into a Natural Resource
District office and say I want to do this conserva t i o n wo r k on
my f a r m and I wi l l p ar t i c i p at e with you and I wi l l p ay
25 percent of the cost, that's one thing. But if my neighbor
says, Schmit is c ausing trouble for meand, therefore, I want
him to spend five or $10,000 on conserva t i o n w o r k on t h e farm,
t hat ' s a big difference. I'm going to ask you one more thing.
What are you going to do if the man hasn't got the money? Are
you goi n g t o pu t h i m i n j ai l ? I don't think so. I f you a r e
going to cause more difficulty for the Natural Resources, why do
you want to do it? Put the money up there t o t h e 9 0 pe r ce n t ,
try it. If there is any money that comes into the program in
any significant amount, we' ll see how the program w orks, m a y b e
we can roll it back down some time. But at this point in time I
am totally opposed and I would rather not have the bill, I ' d
rather the bill die with the 75-25 pe r c en t f und i ng i n t he r e .
And, i n f ac t , I h ave no i n t er e s t i n t h e b i l l t o t h e p oi n t t ha t I
w ould offer my o wn k i l l mo t i on on i t i f t h at we r e t o occu r .
That's not a threat. I j u s t f e e l t h at d eep l y ab o u t i t . I w a n t
to emphasize again, 75-25 of voluntary program, voluntary
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