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law.

SENATOR LANDIS: Two minutes.

SENATOR V. J OHNSON: Today you and I are absolute prisoners, we
are absolute prisoners of Congress, and so are t h e p eop l e of
this state, because Congress ch a n ges ou r t ax l aw. We don' t
change our ow n ta x l aw. Congress changes our income tax law.
And the only thing that you and I h a v e b ee n a b l e t o do , over t h e
last four years, to deal with that imprisonment is to increase
our rates so that we can be held harmless f rom t h o s e ch an g e s .
L B 1142 a l l ow s t h e t ax co mmxsszoner t o adjust the rates so that
we can be held harmless from congressional encroachment o n o u r
tax authority. The alternative to 1142, the alternative is the
constant placement of us in the box at having to a djust the
rates when Congress diddles with our base, or the development by
t hxs s t at e , o r the development by this state of a stand alone
tax system. And I have looked at stand alone tax systems. They
are costly to administer, they are bu r d e n some on t he t axp a y e r ,
we ar e no t p r epa r e d t o do a stand alone tax system. LB 1142
offers a responsible middle ground choice to prevent t he r a i d s
on us by Congress o f o u r ta x b ase . With t h a t , I gu es s I ' v e said
enough.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you , S e n a to r J o h n son . We have ensured
ourselves o f a l zvel y d i scu s s i o n , a s y o u r equ e s t e d . The
speakers , i n t hi s order , wi l l be h ear d on the amendments
Senators Lamb, Hefner, Higgins, Haberman, and Warner . Senator
Lamb, on the committee amendments.

SENATOR LAMB: Mr. President, members, I'm not sure we need this
b i l l . I f we n eed t hi s b i l l as a veh i c l e t o p o ss i b l y ad j u st t h e
tax rates, that xs one thing. But i f we a r e t al k i ng about a
system where we give much authority to the Department of Revenue
then I do n't t h ink we need it, and I don't think we want it.
And I don't think we want to give t h at authority to the
Department of Revenue to adjust, "automatically", adjus t o u r t ax
rates. I think that would be al most abdica t i n g our own
r espons i b i l i t i es . I believe this body should not do that, that
we are perfectly capable, if the federal ratesa re changed, t o
change our ra t es t o correspond o r to react t o the federa l
changes. Now we are no t prisoners of the federal Congress
because we do h av e t he authority to change these rates either in
t he r e g u l a r sess i o n o r , of course, in a sp ecial session . I
would r e s i s t t h i s sor t of a p r og r am . I r e c a l l wh e n w e w ere
talking about the equivalent tax rates before and after federa l
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