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we rush into an asset test on homestead exemptions please give
us the opportunity to very carefully study the issue, t o wor k
out the parameters, to work out the application process, to work
out t he con f i de n t i a l i t y and p r i v a c y r u l es , t o p ro t e c t o u r
e lder l y ci t i ze n s and our disabled citizens f rom i nc r e d i b l e
e ncroachments upo n their privacy. For that, again, I stand in
opposition tc Senator Hefner's amendment.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r A b b oud .

SENATOR ABBOUD: Question .

PRESIDENT: I t h i n k . . .thank you for the motion. I think there
a re no o t he r s p e a k e r s . I w i l l ask S e n a t o r H e f n e r t o c l o se .

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, I d i d n ' t
think that this would involve this much debate. But I think the
d ebate has b een good . And w ha t t h i s i s i s a l i mi t at i on on
homestead exemptions. I hope that Senator Pappas is listening
because I m entioned i t sev er a l t i m e s i n m y o p e n i n g t h a t t h i s
would exempt the r esidence t h a t you a re i n . So , Sen a t o r P a p p a s ,
this means that you would not value the home that you l i v e i n
for this asset test. The county officials support t h i s
a mendment. Th e Lea g u e o f Muni c i p a l i t i es a r e supporting it. And
what we would do is those people that had assets over $75,000,
e xclud in g t h e i r r e s i den c e , they would not be eligible for the
homestead exemption money or credit. I believe that 95 to
99 percent of th e pe ople comply with a voluntary system. I
don't think that we have to go into a l l t h i s a sset t es t because
w hen w e ar e . . .we asse s s o ursel ves o n p e r s o na l p r o p e r t y w e g o
ahead and sign this oath. W hen we pay ou r i nc o me t ax we s i gn
this oath. And I fe el that most of the people will be honest
when they sign this. And after we have this in e ffec t we c an
take another look at it. On Senator Labedz' s partial ownership,
I think Senator Ray Lundy explained that very good. I f t h e y o w n
some other property they would only use that pcrtion that they
own to consider in their asset level. But I t r u l y be l i eve t h at
we need this Homestead Exemption Act for those that need it, for
t he t r u l y nee d y . If we don't put some limitations on this then
we are going to have to drop the exemption amount down. Right
at the p resent time is at 35,000. We'd have to drop it down
p erhaps t o 30 , 0 0 0 o r m a y be even 25 , 000 b e c ause we are j u st n ot
g oing t o hav e t h e money t o pi ck u p a l l t h ese exp en s e s .
Therefore, I would urae you to vote for this amendment.

PRESIDENT: The motion is the adoption of the Hefner amendment
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