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p reach. Th ank y ou , Mr . P r e s i d e n t .

PRESIDENT: Senator Hefner, you may close.

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President, I'd like to yield my time to
Senator DeCamp for closing.

PRESIDENT: S e n a t o r D e Camp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr . P resident and members, I'd like to deal
with the issues raised by Senator Chambers and S e n a to r Mar sh ,
and I'm going to do something I r ar e l y d o . I ' m go i ng t o s ay I ' m
going to d eal w ith form over substance. I don't want to make
judgements, judgement. as to whether the commissions a re goo d .
I don ' t want to m ake j udgements as to whether t he se i s
d isc r i m i n a t i o n . I ' m su r e t he r e i s i n t he state. I'm sure there
will be in the future. Senator Chambers said somethin~ that is
entirely accurate, and th at is the point I want to deal with.
Senator Chambers said what you do on this will send a si gn al .
He said because the cost is minimal,r ela t i v e l y sp e a k i n g , a n d
he's correct, the cost is minimal relatively speaking, s o w h a t
you do on this s ends a signal, and the s igna l i s t h i s . The
signal is do you believe, irrespective of the good, irrespective
of the issue of discrimination, irrespective of all of these, do
you, as a body, believe in these times and at this time it is
the function of go vernment to b e i nvo l v e d i n t h e l i ve s o f
citizens in t his p articular manner, by t he u se o f t h ese
commissions? Is that a good or a bad public policy? Because if
i t i s a good pu bl i c p ol i c y I t h i nk i t l eg i t i ma t e l y a l so says we
are on continued government expansion, and continued government
programs for this or that perceived ill or ailment of society
that any particular one of us feels. So, yes, it is symbolic.
He is correct in t hat completely. The symbolism is which
direction, for all practical purposes, w hich direction we ar e
g oing t h i s y e ar , and I t h i nk i t i s f ai r t o say wh ic h d i r ec t i o n
we are g o i n g n e x t ye a r . Why ? You may remember last year, for
the fi rst time, l iterally for the fi rst t ime, we made
reductions. And, yes, even though these were few in dollars,
they were the m ost symbolic to the balance of thes tate . I n
terms of something that people could grasp, like a seat b e lt
issue, or a 662 , in terms of that fact these were symboli c t o
the rest of the state. And they said government is r et r ench i n g ,
they are retrenching. If you now put them in you are saying , I
think, I think it is fair to s ay you a r e s a y i n g w e a r e g o i n g
back the opposite direction. Is that good or bad? Make the
judgement, make the call yourself. T he second po i n t S e n a t o r
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