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are requesting here is not one way or another going to impact
any o f t he o t he r decis i on s we h ave t o mak e . Th e bu d g e t
situation is such t hat wh e t h e r o r not we v ot e f o r a tax
increase, either an income tax increase or a sales tax increase,
is clearly not going to turn on this particular vote. A t t h e
same time, we are serving as good a p u r p os e and a s go od a
function as we could possibly be serving with this expenditure
of state funds. So keeping that in mind, I woul d u r ge you to
support this amendment to add this $250,000 for this purpose.
Thank you , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t .

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Thank you, Senator Hoagland. N ext , Se na t o r
S ieck, p l e a s e .

SENATOR SIECK: Mr . President and members of the body, I , t o o ,
am going to support this amendment but for a nother r e aso n . I
actually feel it is going to save the State of Nebraska money in
the long term. Many of our students who cannot afford to go to
the independent colleges that care to go wil l e nd up i n ou r
state system. As we all know, Kearney is overcrowded today
almost and they need a lot more funds to get more t eacher s an d
so on and p art of that is because there is a lot of students
that cannot afford to go to the independent colleges. A nd i f w e
would help them a little bit, they could go to those s chools a n d
could in the long term save the state state money. And we a l so
must remember the economic benefit that these schools g i v e t o
the state. There is a lot of money that comes i nt o t he se
different cities and towns across the state that have these
colleges and it is part of the industry within that community.
I can recall many years a go Concord i a C o l l e g e and Hughes ' p ol es
was the only industry in the City of Seward yet Seward did well.
But today the Concordia College is in r eal d i f f i cu l t y bec a u s e i t
is losing students and they h ave t o cu t b ack and t h ey ar e
wil l i n g t o do t hi s bu t I wou l d l i k e t o save th e s c h o o l , at
least, and maybe this way we can. Thank you .

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Thank you, Senator Sieck. Senator Scofield,
please.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank you , S e n a t o r H a n n i b a l , and members o f
the Legislature, as h as al r e a d y b een po i nt ed out , we h ave
discussed this issue at l en gt h . We k i l l ed a b i l l t ha t wa s
similar to thi s the other day. This isn't any better idea today
than it was the other day. Let me just reiterate one more t ime
that these k inds of formulas always consider costs o f t h e
various institutions. I t h i n k i t i s ve r y h ar d to justify the
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