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adoption of the amendment.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: T hank you, Senato r Ma r sh . S enator Goodr i c h ,
w ould you c ar e t o c l os e . . .Senato r L a b edz , excuse me . Sena t o r
Goodrich, would you care to close on your amendment, please.

SENATOR GOODRICH: Yes, Mr. President, but I would like to give
a couple of minutes to Senator Hoagland.

SENATOR HOAGLd4%): Mr. President, let me, if I m ig h t , c l ar i f y
some of this retroactivity of current law situation that is
being alleged. It is and it has been since the m id-1970s in
violation of the Congressional statute for Nebraska not to match
t hese funds. The point is the department administering the
program has never promulgated rules a nd regu l a t i o n s t o enf o r c e
t hat . An d wh en t h e N e b r a s k a situation was pointed out to the
Congressional committee l as t sum mer , t he extent to which
Nebraska h ad been out of compliance a nd wa s n one t h e l e s s
receiving the funds, the department was instructed to develop
rules and regulations to enforce it and they are in the process
of promulgating those and they will be promulgated shortly. So
it is not a matter of passing a new law. It is not a matter of
whether the new law is going to be retroactive or not. The l aw
is on the books and has been on the books for about ten years.
The breakdown at the federal level has been that t he en f o r c i ng
department has never promulgated rules and regulations to
enforce the law and they are about to do that. And t h e re i s
going to b e no problem with any retroactive effect of those
enforcement regulations, if you want to call it that. I am not
even s u re you c ou l d call it a retroactive effect once those
regulations are promulgated. So this is not a mythical problem.
And with that, Senator Goodrich, perhaps you would like the rest
of your closing time.

SENATOR GOODRICH: Thank you. That, in essence, is what I w a s
t ry i n g t o c onve y t h at t he Se n a t e b i l l i s l i t e r a l l y mak i n g su r e
that the regulation gets promulgated so that the department has
no choice but to finish promulgating that rule a nd they a r e
supposed t o hav e t h at done this summer sometime. So,
consequent l y , I think it is urgent that we go ahead and adopt
this amendment to put us in compliance because they have already
said that if we d id t he G o v e r n o r 's b i l l , we wou l d b e i n
compliance. Well, this is, in essence, the s ame th i ng , s o w e
wow.ld be in compliance and we are not going to be disrupting the
education of all those students all the way acr o ss t h e s t at e
that are go ing to school on the SSIG grants. Now, gran t ed , i f
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