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time to Senator Sleek'?

SENATOR SIECK: I have a little more to add here. N ow one l a s t
thing. I' ve heard some say that we should put this whole effort
off until next year. I have heard some say that we should take
more time to st udy the model. I want to point out that the
Appropriations Committee did hold a briefing on the a fte r n oon o f
January 6 of this year to look at the model. The bottom line is
that we need to provide this additional money as a m a j o r st ep
towards pro viding fair and adequate funding for me ntally
retarded people all across the state. M y proposal does do i t
all. We don 't h ave that much money, but my proposal is the
f i r s t maj o r st ep wh i ch wi l l allow us, the Ap propriations
Committee, or w homever to look at theequity issues again this
interim, if t hey w ant to, and make rec ommendations for
modification next year. There may be some minor adjustment
necessary . And t h r o u g h t h i s , this is my last session. I w o u l d
b e wi l l i ng t o wo r k d ur i n g t he i n t er i m t o m a k e s ure t h i s h a p p ens .
I think all of y o u re alize that I' ve worked hard for these
programs through the past years. I sure would appreciate it i f
we'd keep this moving forward.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Thank you, Senator Sieck, S enator Mar sh , o n
the Sieck amendment, please.

S ENATOR MARSH: T h an k y o u , M r . Sp e a k e r . I have ha d p a s se d ou t ,
on your desk, a two-sided description of what we currently have.
This shows you the inequity per client which currently is before
u s . And , as Sena t o r W a r n e r so clearly stated, Regions II, I I I ,
and IV a r e t h e o n e s w h i c h a r e ve r y u nderfunded . I f you ar e
l ook in g at t h e f i gu r es o f t he i nd i v i du a l you can see that II,
I I I , a n d I V a r e deep l y u nd e r f u n d e d . Senator Sieck's amendment
would n ot b r i ng us to full parody, but would move in the
direction where we need to be moving . I wi l l supp or t his

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Thank you, Senator Marsh. Senator Smith,
please.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I, too, rise to
support the S ieck amendment. There has been, indeed, inequity
among the different regions across the State of Nebraska as far
a s t h e MR r eg i on s a re co n c e r n ed , with Reg i on s I I , I I I , and I V
being the least funded in proportion. Region I I I h app en s t o be
the region that myself, and Senator Nelson, and a few others
represent here. And I just would like to see that this would be

amendment.
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