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would t ake $ 5 . 9 m il l i on t o f u l l y fu nd i t . Now what I am asking
for i s $1 , 2 7 0 ,000. No w I wo u ld l i k e t o exp l a i n t o yo u a couple
of areas how this would work. Now i n Regi o n I I I , i n t he
Hastings, Grand Island, Kearney area, which se r v i c e s 3 4 3 p e op le ,
and would have received 1.2 million increase, w here R e g ion V I ,
which serves a total of 656 people, would have r e c e i v e d $ 7 2 5 , 000
increase. Now the problem is we don't have the $5 million. But
you will notice there is quite a difference in that. One of t h e
reasons is that Region VI, according to the model, had received
considerably more money in past years. Now bas i c a l l y my
proposal has two parts. The first part consists of $992,384.
It is based upon what would happen if we would take the current
funding of these regional programs and divide it up, based upon
the percentage of what each of these regions would r eceive a l l
of the money we need, the 5.9 million. Then I made sure that
none of the r egional programs would be hu r t i n t h i s
distribution. So whereas redistribution would put one of the
regions in the hole, I say that wouldn't be fair at a ll . I
don' t f ee l we should cut them.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: One minute.

SENATOR S I ECK : Th en t he second part of my proposal adds an
additional $277,749 on top of the 992,000. I ' ve d i v i d e d t h a t u p
based up the percentage that each of the r egions wo u ld r ece i v e
if there were already statewide equit So in the end with my
p roposal e v e r y one wi ns . Reg i o n I I I , which ha s a l w ay s bee n t h e
most underfunded, would receive a n i nc re ase o f 4 1 6 , 0 00 , a n d
R egion VI , w h i c h r e l at i v e l y h as m o r e appropriations, received an
increase of $80,000 which would help them out greatly in t he
next yea r . Now I want to emphasize that I don't think any
region i s o v e r f u n ded . I j u st wi sh we h ad t h e 5 .9 mi l l i on
necessary to fully fund everybody. I ev en want to commend
Region VI because they started service ear l i e r , b ack i n t h e l at e
sixties, before anyone else did. They h a ve wor k ed f or and
r eceived g ood f u n d i n g .

SENATOR HANNIBAI.: Ten seconds.

SENATOR SIECK: Their counties have provided the most support,
so I t h i nk i t i s t i me t o b e f ai r t o t he m and t o ev er yo n e el se
and work towards full funding. I be l i e v e my pr o p o s al do e s t h i s ,
so I en c o u ra ge y o u t o recommend this proposal.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Than k you, Senator Sieck. Senator Warner,
you are scheduled to speak next. Would you like t o g i ve you r
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