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add that we n eed t o ma intain services across the State of
Nebraska. We must keep those people that are being educated to
provide those professional kinds of services that are provided
in nursing so that they stay i n t h e ar ea s wh e re t hey h a v e
graduated from and provide that service to the communities that
are in the rural areas of Nebraska. As communities continue to
deteriorate and we have the increasing elderly population that
continues to grow, we must ensure that we have those people out
there that can s erve those folks. S o I woul d j u s t s i m p l y a s k
you to also support the amendment. Thank you .

S ENATOR CARSTEN: T h an k y o u . Senator Scofield, please, on t he

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Members of the Legislature, I don' t t h i n k I
can add to the case that has been made here. O bviously , com i n g
from the western part of the state and being aware of our needs
out there, I, too, support this proposal. I would l i ke t o make
a point here though about the difficult decisions that all of
higher education faces and particularly the r egents and a s
Senator Warner has so ably pointed out, t hi s i s a ne w p r o g r a m.
It w i l l c r ea t e so me pr e s s u re i n an institution that needs to
make, i n my opi n i o n, so me v e r y d i f f i cu l t de c i s i on s a nd needs t o
reallocate some resources to the total state which I t h i nk i s
what Senator Smith was also a l l u d i n g t o . But I t h i nk t h i s i s a
j us t i f i ab l e exp e n se . I t ' s cr i t i ca l t o d ea l with ru r a l he al t h
care needs and the statistics clearly indicate the need for this
kind of program, the situation that will inevitably occur if we
don't plan ahead for those needs and par t i cu l a r l y l ook i n g a t t he
kind of aging population that we h a v e , I t h i nk t h i s i s an
appropriate program to begin and, in fact, is essential for
continued adequate rural health care not only i n ho sp i t a l
settings, but nursing homes and other settings as well. So I
would appre c i a t e y ou r support for this amendment. T hank you .

S ENATOR CARSTEN: T h a n k y o u . Senator Ni c h o l . wou l d yo u l i k e to
close on your amendment, please?

SPEAKER NICHOL: Nr. President,members of the Legislature, yes,
just very briefly. I didn't intend to take this from any other
program. I don't want to take it from any other program where
i t wou l d b e ap pl i c a b l e , b ut I ' ve always supported education and
supported nurses education and I think this i s an imp ortant
section of our education and that is a nurs i ng pr o g r a m. S ena t o r
Warner admits that it has merit, and if it didn't have merit, if
I d i dn ' t t h i nk i t h ad me r i t , I certainly wouldn't be up here
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