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SENATOR BAACKi ~ Nr . Speaker dand %8llea ues, |, too,riseto
support this amendnent presented by Senator” Nij chol I t hi nk

Senat or Nichol did a good jobof “explai ning what the anendnent

is about and talking about how it is something tnhat ijs really
needed in western Nebraska. This hospital does not just provide
services to the Scottsbluff area. |t providesit for thewhole
Panhandle region.  Sol think this makes it all the nmore
necessary that we have this programfor nurses out there. e
of the figures show that 92 percent of the nurses that graduate
from WNGH now stay right in the Panhandle area to work, gg |

think it provides an extrenely good service for wetern

Nebraska. And | think that this whol e amendnent makes a | ot
nmore sense than possibly even trying to set up a programat iphe
nearest four-year state college which would be Chadron. | ipink
this would be a better way to go, to set UF t he programthere.
They' ve already got a lot of the things in place and so | urge
you to support this anendnent. Thank you.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Thank you, Senator Baack. Senator Warner,

pl ease, on the N chol anendment.

SENATCR WVARNER: M. President, penbers of the Legislature, as
has been explained, this is in effect to be a newprogram as far

as the state funds participating and it would be correct to
state that the basis for it, as Senator N chol has pointed gy,

is to move toward a four-year degree in nursing to have
avail able there. We did not include the 100,000 nto the Med
Center's appropriation and the reason | would say that we did
not was of the he5|t§mcy to start this new program which would

be 100,000 for this vyear, estimated 250,000 additional funds
next year and then finally reachin% 600,000 the third year,

100, 000 of which was to conme fromthe hospital 1ncone, the State
funds to be 500,000. Again, it is one of these prograns that

there is no guestion about "the nerit. Wth the basis for not

including it in the budget originally was the built-in increase
that woul d occur over the next three years and that' s a grow ng
amount each year.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Thank you, Senator Warner. gepator Jacklyn
Smth, please, on the N chol amendnment.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you, M. Speaker. pepbers of the body, |

rise to support Senator Nichol's anendment. | won't repeat any
of the things that were already said, andthey'reall very, yer
good reasons why we need to support them | \yould just simply
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