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may be possible to still protect public employees with a very
substantial increase, more than it appears they are going to get
on social security, for example, on the national level, and
protect them for next year. So I ask you to support what I
think is a reasonable middle of the road approach to this.

SENATOR CARSTEN: T h ank y ou , S e n a to r D eCamp. Senator Ha r r i s , on
the DeCamp amendment, please.

SENATOR HARRIS: Mr. President and members of the Legislature, I
rise to oppose this amendment also. I don ' t t h i nk i t i s go i n g
to accomplish anything but negative aspects, if we delay instead
of going ahead with any intended pay raise at the present time.
I think this amendment is not as acceptable as maybe Senator
Schmit's amendment where we say we are absolutely not going to
do it for these following reasons. H ere is simply a delay. I t
i s goi n g t o p ossi b l y sav e some money in the short run but I
would submit to you that we would be better off i n do i ng som e
trimming in programs, as Senator Warner has s aid , a n d maybe cu t
back the scope of government and keep our good employees that we
have on hand currently working for the State of Nebr a s k a we l l
paid, keep them efficient, keep them working, keep them so that
they will stay with the State of Nebraska t hrough t he se t ough
t imes . I t h i nk i t i s a p oor i de a t o , at the current time, send
this sort of message to the state employees. Thank you.

S ENATOR CARSTEN: T h an k y o u , Senator Harris. Senator Warner, on
the DeCamp amendment, please.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, I ,
too, would rise to oppose the amendment, and for a r epeat o f t h e
s ame reasons g i ven b e f o r e . T he number one r e a s on , of cou r se , i s
the fact that you are building in a $5.4 million increase into
next year's budget when it then becomes necessary to a nnual i z e .
It is shades of the same story that we have had time and time
again in recent years which surely by now e veryone r eco g n i z e s .
We bu i l d i n f u t u r e ob l i gat i ons and then you wo nder w hy y ou h a v e
got a problem. And we have done it repeatedly o n t h e r ev en u e
side and we have delayed implementation of programs. Time and
time again we say, gosh, we shouldn't have done that, a nd t he n
we turn around and look for ways to do it again. I t i s a si m p le
fact that a problem deferred is not a problem solved and that is
what y ou a r e l o oki ng at. But not on ly d o y ou have the
5.4 million, some of the ideas that are floating around and have
b een advanced r es t h e a v i l y up o n one-time money, d ippin g i n t o
reserves, u si ng cash reserves, u si ng c ash funds, one-time
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