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to increase these salaries. I w ould suggest also that in my
conversation with the businessmen across the State of Nebraska,
they do not envision the kind of year that will justify
increased salaries for their employees. Most of them will be
glad to hold those salaries level. I would ask you to support
the amendment.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Thank you, Senator Schmit. Senator H a r r i s on
the Schmit amendment to the bill please.

SENATOR HARRIS: Mr. Pr esident,members of the Legislature, I
rise to oppose the Schmit amendment. Senator Schmit and I
worked t oge t h e r ove r a long period of time in regard to the
current agricultural policies and have accurately projected
together the effects that it would have upon the budget of the
State of Nebraska, notwithstanding some of the predictions that
were being made, and some of the assumptions that were being
made that agricult ire simply didn't matter. I do want to
caution at this point, not on just this point, but on others
that are coming, that we need to avoid getting caught in a t rap
and that trap is that we havea downturn in our economy, which
we do have, and a very hard downturn that is going to last f or
some time, but we don 't want to get caught in that trap of
making it worse. Now these state employees are en titled to
their raise. They are ent itled to a piece of the future of
Nebraska. If we want to get more efficient, that is fine. If
we want to make sure that all the monies a re be ing s p en t o n a
timely basis for the things that need to be done, that is f i ne ,
but we need to keep our good solid employees on board, and al so
when you start making cuts like t his, it s ends a sig nal t o
p otent i a l emp l oy e es. I j u s t think it is not the time to do
this. They have taken the brunt of any cuts that have t aken
place over the past few years. There are many places that I
would be glad to join Senator Schmit in cutting, be glad to join
him, but this is not one. I urge you to oppose the amendment.
Thank you.

SENATOR CARSTEN: T h a n k y o u , S e n a t o r H a rr i s . Senator Warn er , on
the Schmit amendment, please.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, I
would rise to oppose the amendment as well. If you wish to have
zero increase, the appropriate way to do it is to go a head a n d
n ot vot e . . .v o t e t o k i l l t h e b i l l wh en i t r each e s F i n a l R e a d i n g ,
but a s o f t o da y, I t h i nk t h e bi l l sh ou l d be advanced as i s . And
i nc i den t a l l y , i f you wa n t t o k i l l t h e salary bill, you s hould
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