April 1, 19B6 LB 1250

of dollars for other subdivisions of government. | want to call
your attention to onenore fact. Most of those subdivisions of
government must rely heavily upon property taxes. \pst of those
subdi vi si ons of governnment have found that this state either has
or will reduce our contribution to their budgets. Yet at the

same time, by indirection we are saying you nust also raise
salaries for your employees. You contribute to disrest,
disunity, among our enployees. | knowit is very difficult, |
know it is difficult within this body to give one employee a
raise and not another. |t js also difficult between various
entities to give one entity a raise and not another. | want you
to renmenber one thing, if you vote against this proposaF, that

you are voting not to distribute the erne% we have, youware
voting to distribute noney you hope to collect by increasing the
tax rates on the taxpayers of the State of Nebraska. | suggest
the public enployees of this state are well aware, totally aware
of the economic conditions of this state, and| would suggest
that if the nenbers of this body are not aware, that e should
becone awar e. W shoul d become aware because we are going to
ot herwi se place those taxpayers into an additionally difficult
posi tion. Now it is easy for us to say, well, that is only a
fewmnllion dollars, it doesn't anpunt to that nuch, but we have
seen it happen tine after time after time that we will Jjyve to
regret it. I woul d suggest that what has happened thus far is
not the end of the economic crisis that faces this gstate, that
we will see continued decline in the econony unless some
dramatic reversal occurs which is not visible on the horizon g
this time I do not pretend to have the know edge that the
Budget Committee has relative to the pay proposals. | know they
have worked hard on this but | want to call it to your attention
because | think that it is a mstake to advance LB 1250 with the
present salary levels included in there. |f this amendnent is
not successful, | have another one which I will offer but I
woul d hope you woul d consider it seriously and | woul d hope that
other members of this pbody would rise and speak to the

amendnent, either for or agajinst, because the time will cone
when you are going to have to stand up and vote fgor the funds

that cover this expense. | would suggest that the enpl oyees of
this state are not overly paid but they are paid, in my
estimation, a fair wage. Nowwe have a study which says they
are bel ow the conpetitive salary in business and industry,
Well, let me tell you sonething, |adies and gentlenmen, go’ out
and visit your local comunity and find how competitive those
salaries are. There are some sal aries that are somewhat
i solated fromthe other business sector, but those salaries that
are in the business sector are not increasing as we would |Iike
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