March 27, 19S6 LB 190

SENATOR SCOFI ELD: Thank you,M. President. | was about to
junp up and say Senator Haberman makes a good point and | might
just support him This is an issue that needs to be | ooked at
very carefully before we proceed and | think Senator \arner
Senat or Pappas and some others have al ready made a good point.
| rise to oppose LB 190,as Senator Chronister proposes that e
should proceed with, and we need to sit back here and think
about what we are doing, where we are in the current budgetary
crisis not only in Nebraska but nationally and | ook at, for
instance, this letter that M. Cberg has shared with a nunber of
us. There are sone inaccuracies in there and | think we need to
tal k about them The point nmade about declining student aid ;g
certainly true but the rraj or nﬁact this year by G amm Rudman
only hits SEOG noney. It doesn't hit work study noney. So |
think that is a little msleading. The |ast staten”ent down
towards the bottom of the page about Nebraska not erin any
state |l evel aid to Nebraska students is certai nIy not cgrre .
Ve do offer a number of kinds of aids, various kinds of
scholarships, and so | would just like to bring those to your
attention. But the inportant point to make here is
when our state budget is so tight and we are having an extremarrey
difficult time adequately funding public education, | would
arEue that this proposal does not help and, in fact, perhaps
es the problemeven greater. This js a prett health?/ fiscal
note. We are pretty certain that the inpact of this would shift
funds away from public institutions and public students toward
private institutions. And let memakeit ¢clear that | don' t
have any objection to private institutions and support the roI e
they play in our total higher education system pguithere is a
significant difference here and one of those s |evel of
tuition. The need base type of fornmula that is tal ked about
here, need is deternined by cost. Sp if you go to a school that
has hi gher tuition, your need is judged %/0 bé higher. Thatold
formula was not equitable. |t still isn't and it will work, jn
nmy opinion, to make an undesirable shift in funds at a tine "when
we are havmg a very difficult tinme adequately f undi ng our
entire public system of higher education.
financial aid directors that the problemisn't as ba(Tt}wls yea¥
asit will be next year and | really think the solution for
not only in Nebraska but all over the country, is not to spendsa
ot of time quibbling about a mllion four, because what we are
really facing in this nationis a crisis interms 4t financial

aid to all students and that is largely, in ny opinion, gp
important role that the federal government has carried out.
was sold, | believe, in the fifties as a national defense issue.
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