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themselves. And Senator Chronister's amendment, this amendment
is an extension of that principle to be su re t hat the needy
individuals in our population of 1.5 million in Nebraska have
the same e ducational opportunities that the wealthier
individuals have. It is just a matter of basic fairness and I
think we can surely afford a budget of $1.4 million to assure
that our needy students throughout the state h ave t h a t
opportunity to go to college, that single opportunity that is so
important and is so life-shaping in terms of options, i n t er ms
of what individuals have before them in the future. N ost of u s
in this body, whether we are members of the Legislature or staff
or members of the press corps have had the benefit of college
educations and we understand how crucial it is in this complex
world. And I think it is very important for us to be sure that
we don't have needy students out there, needy individuals, needy
high school graduates in this state that are not able to obtain
a college education solely on the basis of financial need. The
second major gap that this amendment would fill is it would
a llow the i n dependent co l l e ges i n Nebraska to participate in
state aid programs because, as I understand it, under current
law all of the state aid funds are funneled through public
institutions. Now , most states have provisions for students,
needy students attending private schools to receive ai d . I n
N ebraska, b y and l ar g e , we don't and this discourages the
development, the flourishing of our independent college system.
And we a re not . . . S e nator Chronister and others of us who are
proponents of this concept are not arguing that we s hould g i v e
state funds to independent colleges. This amendment by no means
does that. But this amendment would allow state funds to go to
n eedy s t u dent s w h o may themselves choose t o at t e nd an
independent college and thereby in directly helping o u r
independent colleges to flourish and to continue to grow and in
many cases simply to continue to exist in the State of Nebraska.
Now, it is not often that we stand here and it certainly has not
been the case in recent years that any of us have stood here and
asked the Legislature to appropriate new funds for a new program
o f on e so rt or anot h e r . The last s eve ral y e ar s has been a
scenario of cutting here and cutting there But I think when we
settle back and look at the basic principxes that Nebraskans
have stood for through the years, we inevitably recognize that
we have got to provide educational opportunity. And i f t he r e
are n e edy st u d ent s out there who are qualified to receive
college eaucations but who are not receiving college educat'.ons
solely on the basis of need,why we need to step in where the
federal government is stepping ou t and be sur e t hat t ho s e
students are not going to be shortshrifted, to be sure they are
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