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themsel ves. And Senator Chronister's anendnent, this amendment
is an extension of that principle to pe sure that the needy
individuals in our populationof 1.5 nillion in Nebraska havé
the same educational opportunities that the wealthier
i ndi vidual s have. It is just a matter of basic fairness and |
think we can surely afford a budget of $1.4 million to assure
t hat our needy students throughout the state have that
opportunity to go to college, that single opportunity that is so
important and is so life-shaping in ternms of options, in terms
of what individuals have before themin the future. Nostof us
in this body, whether we are nenbers of the Legislatureor staff
or menbers of the press corps have had the penefit of coll ege
educations and we understand how crucial it is in this conplex
world. And I think it is very inportant for us to be sure pgat
we don't have needy students out there, needy individuals, needy
high school graduates in this state that are not able to obtain
a col | ege education solely on the basis of financial need. The
second major gap that this apendment would fill is it would
allow the independent colleges in Nebraska to participate in
state aid progranms because, as | understand it, under current
| aw all of the state aid f unds are funnel ed through pub||c
institutions. Now, nost states have provisions for students,
needy students attending private schools to receive ajid. In
Nebraska, by and large, we don't and this discourages the
devel opnent, the floyrishing of our independent college system
And we are not...Senatof Chronister and others of ‘us who are
proponents of this concept are not arguing that we should give
state funds to independent colleges. This apendment by no means
does that. But this amendment would allow state fundS to go to
needy students Who pay thenselves choose to atterd an
i ndependent college and thereby indirectly helpin our
i ndependent colleges to flourish and to continue to grtPW aqnd ;
many cases sinply to continue to exist in the State of Nebraska.
Now, it is not often that we stand here and it certainly has not
been the case in recent years that any of us have gig0d here and
asked the Legislature to appropriate new funds for a new program
of one sort or another. The last several years has been a
scenario of cutting here and cutting there But | think when we
settle back and | ook at the basi c pr| nci pxes t hat Nebraskans
have stood for through the years, we jnevitably recognize that
we have got to provide educational opportunity. And if there
are needy students out there who are qualified to receive
col | ege eaucations but who are not receiving college educat'.ons
solely on the basis of need,why we need to step in where the
federal government is stepping out and be sure that those
students arenot going to be shortshrifted, to be sure they are
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