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need a hammer for the study, I don't think that's a very good
argument. I think the Legislature is responsible for the study,
i t ' s o u r re s p ons i b i l i t y t o see that we get a good study and then
we can address the situation whether or not we should allow some
t o opt o u t . I t hi nk i t wou l d be a serious mistake to pass this
legislation.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r H o a g l a n d .

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Mr. P resident and colleagues, I support
Senator Hartnett's amendment and I would encourage you t o r e a d
it. Senator Hartnett distributed it to us and I think it's only
a page long and it really makes sense just to look at the thing
b ecause you' l l s e e when you r e a d t h e a mendment all it does i s
give the local school boards, the locally elected school board
members, the option of voting to take their school district out
of an ESU if th e y feel i t's in the best interests of their
property taxpayers and in the best interests of their pupils.
Now, it s eems to me that time after time after time in this
Legislature we make decisions that are really properly left to
t hese l oca l l y e l ect ed o f f i c i a l s . I don' t kn o w why we need t o
preempt their authority to make decisions that are in t he b est
interests for their taxpayers and their pupils. A ll t h i s d o e s
is delegate down to the school boards authority we p robably
n ever sh o u ld h av e t aken away from them. In the case of the
Westside school district that covers about half of my
legislative district, it i s clearly, I t hink, i n th e b e s t
interests of that district to take themselves out o f t h e ESU,
but, in any event, I'm not going to try and make that decision
f or t h em . I ' m si m p l y g o i n g t o support a proposal that will give
them the ability to do that if they choose. I really don' t
t hink we can ar gu e with that. They have been independently
elected by their constituents. Let ' s let them make these
decisions. I don't know why we have to make these decisions for
them in the Legislature. So, I ' m g o i n g t o support the Hartnett
amendment and I would ask the rest of you to do the same. Thank
you.

PRESIDENT: S e n a t o r D e Camp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Question .

PRESIDENT: The question has been called. Do I se e f i v e h and s ?
I d o n 't see five hands. I do now. I' ll put the question to
you, shall the debate cease? All those in fa vor vote a ye,
opposed vote nay. T he motion is to cease debate on the motion
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