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SENATOR CHAMBERS: M. Chairman, and for Senator Marsh, there is
not hi ng she can explain to ne. She mght can el aborate on
sonet hing, but there is nothing which, if |I don't understand it,
she coul d possibly nmake clear to me. Now we' re getting to the
final days of the session, and the nerves are frayed and coming
out. | haven't said anything on this atrocious bill. [I've been
inmy office listening to all of the discussion. Andit is
going to be very interesting when sone of these people who pride
themsel ves on being concerned about the aged, those on fixed
incones, the ill for whoma tel ephone mght be a lifeline start
coming to themand saying | can't afford nmy tel ephone. | want
to hear those people, and we're having record votes on all of
t hese propositions, sinmply tell themthat is the cost of
conpetition, that is the cost of having a Legislature which is
behol den to the | arge corporations. | had criticized the
railroads in the old days as being the robber barons, mentioned
how t hey purchased | egislators. Wel |, it mght have been a
little overstating to say that these phone conpani es have bought
senators. " m not going to say that that would be unfair. gyt
there certainly are senators who work for the phone companjes.
It's clear they are not going to vote in opposition to the phone
conpany's i nterest because the hand that feeds is the hand that
controls. If you watch the votes it is clear. 1" 11 tell you
why |'m speaking like this. | remenber all of the things said
above the ground and subrosa about Senator Schnit's jnvol vermrent
with video machines. The conflict of interest, it was always
bei ng bandi ed about. But since we' ve got some bigger bandits
out there who don't care anything about the public and those who
must have tel ephone service, and they have representatives in
this body voting on these issues in behalf of their company to
protect their jobs and their incone, who says anything about it?
Nobody, because it depends on the kind of maSk youwear. vyou
are either a freedomfighter or aterrorist. vYyou are either a
highwayman or the Lone Ranger. But to sonebody who doesn' t
understand these niceties he sees two masked men, both armed,
both willing to shoot people who disagree with him So, nothing
is going to be done to stop this juggernaut and | recognize ift.
But there is going to be a price to pay. The price won't be
paid by the people in this Legislature pecause there are
| obbyi sts and e\rml oyers who will take care of them But those
other people 0o have no consistent representation in this
Legi sl ature, who cannot give the shrinp and champagne parties,
who cannot threaten people or reward themw th jobs, they are
the ones who will suffer. On other matters as the session wears
on we' |l hear some of these people stand up here and talk gpout
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