
March 2 6, 1 9 8 6 LB 835

sorry. I'm sorry about that.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President, members of the body, I do no t
want to take a lot of time. I w i l l no t do so . I t i s n ot my
style and I'm not very good at it. I don't like t o d o t h i n gsI 'm not good at. I just want to caution all of you again, you
h ave embarked upon a p ro c e dure an d u pon a p a t h h e re .

. .

PRESIDENT: Call of the house is raised.

SENATOR SCHNIT: . . .whi ch h a s said in effect we wil l do t h at
which the telephone companies have mandated us to do. We have
taken our advice from the companies, we have ignored that of the
customer and the consumer. Now that i s al l wel l an d go o d i f you
believe, in your own conscience, that that is what you s hould b e
doing. And I would not ask you to do otherwise. I would on l y
suggest this, that in the length of time that I have been here,
I' ve been on this floor many times, I' ve spoken t o you many
t imes . I do not b e l i ev e I have m is l e d yo u . I'm not doing so
now. I'm telling you that what you have done is that you have
adopted a procedure which is going to eventually relate to much
more expensive telephone service in the State of Nebraska. You
have embarked upon a procedure for which there is no model, for
which there is no manual. You have, in e ffect, t urned t h e
industry over to itself for regulation. If you really believe
that the industry i n t h i s i n st ance i s c apable of
self-regulation, then continue to p roceed in the vote as you
h ave done t h u s f ar . If, on the other hand, you believe that the
State of Nebraska is ready for a 50 percent increase in their
t e lephone r at es average across the board in the next 5 years,
then continue to vote for the bill, continue to vote yes. Now
if you really believe that then you believe differently than I
do. Remember, you are doing that at a time when the economy i s
in a de pression, when other entities and o t he r bu s i ne s s e s a r e
being forced t o curtail t hei r e xpen s e s . It is k ind of
i n t e r e s t i n g , r sn ' t i t , that we have said we must all cut back,
we must all cut down, w e must r e d uc e ou r ex p e n s e s , but we a r e
giving a green light. We are sending a different signal to the
utility which is almost a requirement for us. I t ha s b eco m e a
requirement in many i ns t an c es . I t i s a situation which we
cannot provide our own competition. I t x s a s i t uat i on whe r e we
must accept the service as provided. It rs kind of interesting
that I notice we had in our own telephone booths, the last few
d ays, n ew t el e p h ones . Du r i ng o n e of the Public Works Committee
hearings I co mmented about the fa ct that the l egislative
t e lephones we r e of much less q uality t han t h ose i n the
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