
March 26, 1 9 86 LB 835

without further amendment or debate.

PRESIDENT: You have heard the motion to suspend the rules. The
Senator is withdrawing his amendment for the t ime b e i n g. I s
there another amendment? What do you have?

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Schmit would move to amend.
(Schmit amendment appears on p age 1746 of the Legislative
J ourna l . )

PRESIDENT: Th e Chair recognizes Senator Schmit. May we have
order in the Chamber, please. Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members of the body, Senator
DeCamp has extolled long and loud and eloquently and effectively
along with some ve ry effective help. He has had o n t h e f l o or
here and otherwise the benefits of competition. I ha v e be en
involved in that for many years. I stood on this floor here
many years ago and extolled the benefits of competition in other
industries, other professions, other a c t i v i t i es . Then I saw al l
of a s udden a s that benefit began t o acc r u e t o c erta i n
businesses that some of those businesses were a little bit less
interested in competition as they became the largest ent i t y i n
the area. Now I would suggest perhaps that if we' re going to
have the benefits of competition maybe we ought to be interested
as a state government, and as other political subdivisions are
responsib l e a n d we a r e responsible to them, in also enjoying the
benef i t s o f t h e u l t i ma t e i n compet i t i o n . Th i s l i t t l e amendment,
which I have off ered here t oda y , wou l d e nc ou r a g e state
government and the subdivisions of the state to ex amine the
opportunities they would have to benefit from the diversity of
supply of telecommunication services and products to the extent
that any telecommunications company may offer any agency or
political subdivision of s tate government any ki nd o f
telecommunications services. So I would suggest that we adopt
this amendment, and then we can all go to whatever activity we
have designated for us this evening with a clear conscience and
either a heavy or a light heart, depending on how you happen to
feel about this particular bill. I t h i n k I wa n t t o em p h a s i z e
again to you I am deeply concerned about the fiscal impact o f
this bill in its present, not only upon the rural customers, not
only upon the small communities, not only upon state government,
but upon the entire state. I think if we' re going to encourage
modern technology to come in then we ought to not withhold f rom
that modern technology the prize plum of all, and that is the
plum of governmental services which is obviously the largest and
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