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will be able to make faster determination as to the telephone
rate increase being justified. Now last year I had a piece of
legislation that was passed by this Legislature and that
provided for interest p a yments t o ra tepayers that ar e
overcharged because of an automatic increase that goes into
effect during an interim period by the phone company. Now it
has always been a bone of contention by the phone companies that
the amount of time that the Public Service Commission t akes i s
detrimental to their best interests, and that may in fact be so,
but according to the present restraints that have been placed on
the Public Service Commission by lack of staffing, they just
couldn't make a determination when they had to go through reams
and reams of information and they had to look out for the best
interests of the public. So they had to take that amount of
time to look at it. It is my belief that if we do provide this
additional staffing to the Public Service Commission t hat t h ey
will be able to make a faster determination as to what is in
fact a proper rate increase. With that I see benefits t o b o t h
sides and I urge this body to adopt the amendment. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President, and members, I will try not to
get into any kind of a personal engagement with my good f r i end
Senator DeCamp, and try to an swer questions that have been
raised which I think the body needs to have answered a nd wh i ch
possibly they deserve to have answered. I want to point out
that there are a number of competitors for long distance rates.
That has already been established,n umber one . Num ber t w o ,
there is the opportunity and has been and will be in it i n t he
future under this bill the opportunity for additional
competition if those companies wish to compete in those long
distance areas. One of m y principal concerns has been that
there has not been the opportunity for competition at the local
level, and I want to just point out a few things. O ne of t h e
comments that Senator DeCamp made was that there would be
$400,000 in new taxes imposed under the proposal that we would
impose a 50 cents per year fee on access lines to fund this,
about less than 5 cents per month. I would suggest that that is
a far cry from the proposed 2.50 per month rate increase that
could be implemented under 8 35 without any kind of a PSC
approval. I w ould suggest that also you remember this, the
400,000 is utilized to fund your own public e mployees, pe o p l e
w ho wor k f o r t he t axpa y e r and the consumer of the State of
Nebraska. That money is used to hire competent people. I w ant
to ask you, I want to ask you this question in all honesty, and
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