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will be able to make faster determination as to the tel ephone
rate increase being justified. Now | ast year | had a piece of
| egislation that was passed by this Legislature and that

provi ded for interest p ayments to ratepayersthat are
overcharged because of an automatic jncrease that goes into
effect during an interimperiodby the phone conpany. Now it

has al ways been a bone of contention by the phone conpani es that
the anount of time that the Public Service Conmission takes is
detrimental to their best interests, and that may in fact be so,
but according to the present restraints that have been placed on
the Public Service Comm ssion by |ack of staffing, they just
couldn't nmake a determ nation when they had to go through reams
and reams of information and they had to | ook out for the best
interests of the public. So they had to take that amount of

time to look at it. It is ny belief that if we do provide this
addi tional staffing to the Public Service Commission that they
will be able to make a faster deternination as to what is in

fact a proper rate increase. Wth that | see benefits g both
sides and | urge this body to adopt the anmendnent. Thank you.

PRESI DENT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHNI T: Nr . President, and menmbers, | willtry not to
get into any kind of a personal engagenent with ny good friend
Senator DeCanp, and try to answer questions that have been
rai sed which | think the body needs to have answered and which
possibly they deserve to have answered. I want to point out
that there are a nunber of conpetitors for |ong distance rates.
That has already been established, number one. Number two,
there is the opportunity and has been and will be init jn the
future under this bill the opportunity for additional
conpetition if those conpanies wish to conpete in those |ong
di stance areas. e of my principal concerns has been that
there has not been the opportunity for conpetition at the |gcal
level, and | want to just point out a few things. Oneof the
coments that Senator DeCanp made was that there would be
$400,000 in newtaxes inposed under the proposal that we woul d
i npose a 50 cents per year fee on access |ines to fund this,
about less than 5 cents per month. | would suggest that that is
a far cry fromthe proposed 2.50 per nonth rate increase that
could be inplenented under 835 without any kind of a psc
appr oval . I woul d suggest that also you remenber this, the
400,000 is utilized to fund your own public employees, people
who work for the taxpayer and the consuner of the State of
Nebraska. That npney is used to hire conpetent people. | want
to ask you, | want to ask you this question in all honesty, and
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