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under the DeCamp amendment. | support this amendnent

whol eheartedly, not only because of what it contains, puyt also
because it is going to | think resolve this issue. Qtherwise we

will be forced to submt a nunber of other anendnents which
woul d nodi fy the DeCanp anendnent in sonme ot her way. A number

of those amendnents have been prepared. We are prepared to go
long and | ate on those. I woul d suggest that this amendnent

will do what we are striving to do. W are all owi ng conpetition
where technology has made that conpetition feasible. |t also
allows the Public Service Conmission to be involved in those
areas where the public needs that representation. | hope you

woul d adopt this anendnent.

PRESI DENT: The Chair recogni zes Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr. President, colleagues also rise in
support of the amendnent of f er ed by Senafor &ch rrit It is not a
perfect amendment by any means. There is sonme areas In the
particul ar anendment that | do have sone problens yjih, but |
think the most striking thing about the DeCanp anendfrent which
is lacking is the fact that he allows for. .does not provide for
any sort of regulation of monopoly t el ephone systems in the
State of Nebraska. I feel that this is probably the nost
important part of the bill because it flies in the face of hat
the ratepayersand consuners of the tel ephone, is in their best
interest. |If you don't have some sort of regulation over
monopol y, then what you are going to have is an automatic
increase, at least according to the amendnment an automatic
10 percent increase in the amount of revenues that are going to
be provided to that tel ephone conpany. Whet her that conpany
needs that 10 percent or not, you are going to have it because
there will be no regulation for it. Now the other side just
hasn't been all that open to comprom se. I mean | think
everyone in this room would |ike to come to some sort of
consensus on deregul ation of |ong distance tel ephone systens in
the State of Nebraska but there has not been that attenpt.
There is a roadbl ock there where they say that they don't want

any sort of regulation for the |local service. wWth that | see
the only option that is available to this body, the only
legitimate option that s available to us is the Schmit

anmendrent . Now what it provides for is thatthere will be no

automatic rate increase which | feel is i nportant because you
wi Il have the Public Service Conm ssion determni ng whet her that
rate increase is, in fact, justified. And, nmore inportantly to
the tel ephone conpany's best interest woul d be t hat there will
be an i ncreased staffing so that the Public Service Conmi ssion
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