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this $350,000 to seek answers to them? What data don't we have?
That is not a harassment question. That...I am probably going
t o suppor t t h i s r e so l u t i o n , b u t i t wi l l b e h elpfu l i f I k n e w
exactly what truth it is we are seeking.

PRESIDENT: Ab out three minutes of Senator Withem's time,

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Well truth tends to come to us on a ve r y
piecemeal, sporadic b asis . We do receive a lot of different
r eport s and f i gu r e s , charts and graphs, photographs with circles
and arrows on the back that give us a mosaic, but it is not a
perfect picture. A very careful, our well articulated study
wil l i n di c a t e t h e k i n ds of different taxes that we have i n o u rstate, we' ll get far b eyo nd p r o p e r t y , sales and i n c o me, wil li ndicat e what k i nd s of communities are faced with property,
sales a n d i n c ome , w hether t h e y b e residential homeowners, the
business community, w hether t h e y b e the di sp o s sessed and t he
poor, the level of taxation on the highly affluent, the level of
taxation on the not soaff l u e n t , wi l l a l so i nd i ca t e t o a la r ge
extent where major tax growth has r i se , wh et h e r i t ' s b een i n
local government, what k i nd of local government, s chools , o r
cities, or particular kinds of schools, o r pa r t i cu l a r k inds of
cities, what kinds of taxing authority changes could be affected
t o u l t i ma t e l y effect economies and efficiencies. I do n o t
necessar i l y be l i eve , i nc i de n t a l l y , t h at t h e t ax study wi l l say
t hat a sal es tax on services is the next best thing to sliced
bread. It may very well recommend that t he r ax ba se i n the
sales area needs to be broadened in Nebraska, but I don't know
that. In fact the McClellan Report, bel i ev e i t o r not , was
a dopted . . . was ap p r oved . ..was completed in 1963, and it still was
t hre e ye ar s b efor e Neb r ask a adopted so m e of i s maj or
recommendations, and t h a t o ccu r r ed only a s a r e su ' t o f aconstitutronal amendment. This kind of money that we a re go i n g
t o spend, t h o u gh , will in effect put together for u s, f or t h e
first time in a quarter of a century, a real composite in one
place of what taxes, and finance, and government authorities are
out there, dollar amounts, who p ay s wha t , and w i l l g i v e ususeful information that we can then use, I believe, for the next
5 t o 10 ye ar s in terms of formulating respectable s truc t u r equestions and answers and respectable tax questions and answers .

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem, t here i s s t i l l one mi nu t e .

SENATOR WITHEN: Thank you.

Senator , g o a h e ad .
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