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money to me. And it seems like we' ve debated for hours on other
t ypes of p r ogr a ms i n t h i s ar e a , that actually provide some
pretty important services for far less than that amount o f
money. And so I am suggesting perhaps, Senator Johnson, you
might want to...I don't know if you'd really need t o hav e i t
passed this...at this point. I don't know exactly why we are
rushing forward with the resolution at this moment. And perhaps
if some of us had some better idea of what was going on and what
was planned, and how that meshed into other interim studies, and
how it meshed into our budget we mi ght feel a lot m o re
comfortable. So I am suggesting maybe we don't need to act on
it today, and we could take a little time with it and s e e how
the budget looks for next year,and feel more comfortable with
the effort. I don't think anybody doubts we need to do a study
on the tax structure. But it is just the figure and the s ize o f
the money that we are talking about that is a l i t t l e sc ar y t o

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem on the Johnson amendment.

SENATOR WITHEM: Mr. President, members of the body, I h a v e a
question I'd like to direct to Senator Johnson. I guess this isa s appropr i a t e a time as any. Senator Johnson, before I ask you
to respond, let me kind of set the base for it. First of all, I
see a lot of data coming across my desk each year, from the tax
r esearch counc i l , f rom th e Rev e n u e Department, from l ot s of
different entitxes that give us lots of factual data about the
revenue situation in the state. That is point one. Point t wo ,
we i n t he bod y often'. seem like we are trying to search for
absolute truth when we get s tymied in her e and we have
difficulty resolving the political issues, we tend to want to
hope t ha t s o mewhere out t h e r e i s a n a b s o lu t e an sw e r t o ou r
question that we j u st haven't been able to find. My fear i s
we' l l g et d o n e w i t h t h i s s urvey , t h o u g h , and I guess I' m not
quite as cynical as Senator Abboud is, but m" (be almost as
cynical as he is about thxs process, we' l l g et d one wi t h t h e
s tudy an d t he r e ma y b e a conclusion that we need a sales t a x o n
serv i c es . My gu e s s i s W a lt Ra d c l i f f e wi l l be r eta i ne d b y t h e
same individuals, after this study is done, a s he w a s . . . a s t ho se
that retained him last summer, and he will be makinc the samearguments against it, that those that o b ject t o p ayi n g h i gh
property taxes, no matter what the study says, will continue to
object to paying high property taxes. S o my ques t i o n , no w thatI ' ve filibustered for most of the time, a nd you won' t h a v e any
c hance t o r e sp o n d maybe, the question i s , wh at unan s wered
questions do you see out there, Senator Johnson, that it's worth

s ome of u s .

10826


