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S enator Car s t e n .

$300,050. At this time I would offer that amendment for your
consideration, your debate, a nd your suppor t .

P RESIDENT: An yo n e w i s h t o s p e a k o n t h e $350,000 a mendments

SENATOR CARSTEN: Mr. President and members of the Legislature,
I hate to always rise in opposition, a nd I ' m n o t really rising
in opposition, but rising in concern. As I recall, the...as I
understand , t h i s w il l com e t h r ou g h the Legislative Council
funding. And as I recall the presentation for the budget to the
Budget Committee, we were, in light of the next session being a
long session, the 90 day session, we wer e g oi ng =o be o n a
pretty tight financial funding for the Legislative Council. And
while I am new on the Executive Board at this point, I do know
that there is not going to be a lot of money t o pe nd , other
than on the very operations of the Legislature. So I gu ess my
concern i s t ha t we are careful, and if need b e I wou l d much
p refe r t o go t o the General Fund for a regular, straight-up
appropr i a t i o n a s opposed t o r ob b i n g our legislative
a ppropr i a t i o n p r oc es s to do this job. That is my concern, not
that I am objecting. I think it is wise that we do ' t o v e r two
y ears a s opp o s e d to making the appropriate. . .or p r o v i d i n g f o r
the appropriation in one year. But I raise that concern, and
p erhaps w e c an addr es s that at s ome later point,and maybe
Senator Johnson would like to answer that.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Sure.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Thank you.

PRESIDENT: S enator Wesely, do y o u wi sh t o sp e ak on t h i s

SENATOR WESELY: Yes. Y ou know it is a $50,000 question. I
guess I w o u l d r i se i n suppor t of Sen at or Carsten ' s co nce rn .
Senator Warner is go ing to follow and say that we' ve got the
money in the budget. But th e r e h as b een a letter sent to
Senato r Car s t en asking that f reshmen be allowed to have two
staff people. That is going to cost some money that we weren' t
anticipating. Senator War n e r , I think, is the expert on the
budget. But it seems to me that before we talk about expending
$350,000 we ought to know exactly what we are talking about. I
feel like I was pretty cheap when I came before you a nd a s k e d
f o r $30 , 0 0 0 t o do that economic development study. I shou l d
h ave been more agg r e s s i v e , I guess. That seems like a l ot of
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