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that is the purpose, you are not going to prevent them from
being first inline. You are not going to be able to say that
only those people whoare going to take the legitinate chedlts
can be first inline. It is not the way to prevent that sort of
thing from happening. Secondly, Senator Warner says that
because of the fact that it is an entitlenent program and
admittedly it is a mechani smto encourage people to be in and we
have got to be concerned about costs, | understand that. | e
are going to be concerned apout costs, then we had ought to
prohibit, which I think the conmttee anendnent does, ihe rest
of the commttee anendment begins to tighten the procedures
down, maybe we had ought to start looking at the percentages.
Maybe we had ought to play around with the percentage instead of
putting a |imtation on numbers. | would feel much nore
confortable if we are concerned about the total cost of the
program and we say, you know, there are too nany peopl e taking
it, there are so nany people taking it that we cannot afford
75 percent, then let's start |ooking at 60 percent or sonething
of that nature rather than sinply saying, we are going to still
pay 75 percent but we are only going to pay It To those people
who are quick enough to get in there and get their dipper in the
bucket. You know, if there is only so much water in the bucket,
you had ought to make the dipper smaller. vyouhad ought not to
| eave the dipper the same size and just let the first people who
get their dipper in the bucket get it all out. ang that is what
we are doing with this particular provision. | \would argue that

we are not changing. py taking the 1200 nunber out, we are not
maki ng very nmuch of a difference in terms of budgetary goncerns

this ~year because | don't think that thenunbers are much
greater than that right now. But in sinple terns of philosophy,
I woul d ask you, why should we set up a nechanism tq |imit it
based only “on wh0 can get in linefirst, whocan get their

di pper in the bucket first'? |f you want to put in ga rovision
to help hold down the costs, fhen | would begin to Igok at the
percentages with you to help hold down those (gsts. I would
tighten up the other provisions npre and | think that the
provisions that they have in the rest of the bill ¢ges tighten
It down considerably. As Senator Landis pointed out, the

ten-year provision, the fact that commissioned warrant ificers
have to have baccalaureate degrees, or that have a baccal aur eat e
degree are not going to be eligible, that is going to tightenit
down considerably. But | really strongly ask you to exanine the

phi | osophy of a nunbers game in an entitlement program apg|
don't disagree that it is an entitlenent program Wedon't say,

we don't say on other entitlement programs st the federal |evel
that we are going to limt,for exanple, those people who are
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