March 26, 1986 LB 931

SPEAKER NICHOL: Debate has ceased. Senator Warner, would ou
like to cl ose'? Or Senator Landis, would you like to close,
please?

SENATCR LANDI S: M . Speaker and nembers of the Legislature,
again, the conmittee amendnents a .e a linitation. They take ou
the 1992 deadline cutoff date for the whol e program a¥1d6} ?hl n
inreturn for that we have told the Guard that there are some

I'imtations that are reasonable that can be applied in this

situation. There is a capping of 1200 with |imtation for
peopl e who have been in the Quard for under 10 years so that you
are talking about the recruits, if youwill. And that is for

officers and enlisted personnel and for officers additionally if
they have been in for less than 19 years, they can use the
program for a baccal aureate degree. As far as the arqunents
that have been raised about this, | suppose one understands pe
notion of the letters that ardhere. The argunent that this
i mproves the educational level of either the Guard or the
citizenry seems to nme to have to be bal anced against the
obj ective of this program The objective, in fact, was ot to
get us the smartest, best educated Guard in the world, it was to
get us a Qard. It was to at tract recruits. It was a
recruiting device. It has done that. That objective has been
nmet . If, however, the question is,what are we going to do to
get peopl e good education? Wel |, then | think _a general
schol arship programrather |ike the one that Senator Rod Johnson
had a couple of years ago is the way to do that and you don' t

limt it just to people in the Guard. You just undertake. the
busi ness of giving the state credit for people to get a higher
education. This has to be relatedto the business of

recruitment for it to be true toits original purpose. That
purpose has been met and linmitations now that make this for he

younger, |ess well-paid guardsman nmakes perfect sense. agqifar
as the grandfather approach, grandfathering people jnto this
will only grandfather in the ones who do not stay in the guard

because of the credit program p|| the?/ are are people who are
getting a benefit that is very personally beneficial, | have no

doubt about it, whether they care about it and it makes life
much easier for them it acconplishes the good of getting a
col l ege education but it does not provide us a state benefit.”
see no reason for a grandfather clause because we do not ggcyre
any good necessarily for the State of Nebraska. \edon't
attract a newrecruit with that noney. Ve si mply pay for
sonmebody' s educati on who can probably pay for that educati on out

of their own Guard salary rjght now. So | woul d nove the
adoption of the conmttee anendnments.
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