March 25, 1986 LB 835

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President, colleagues, | think this
bill has a lot of simlarities to the budget debate that
we've had the last few years in regardsto the amount of
increase that we take fromthe constituents in the State of
Nebraska. Now we spenta lot of tinme debating whether to
have a tax increase, increasing taxes, whatever, 2, 3
4 percent, or whether just to leave the budget as it is. |
remenber |ast year, considering the special session, we had
virtually a zero increase in the budget. Now with. the
simlarities are such that if we support this bill with the
DeCanp amendnent we are in fact insuring jncreases in
tel ephone bills of at |east 10 percent for local rates. Now
I don't know how you feel apout it. Senator Schnit touched
on the fact that sone tinmes constituents do get upset when
you vote for things that cost them nore noney, and the fact
that sonetimes, occal'onally, state senators don' t...aren't
able to cone back after a four year term because of certain
i ssues that upset constituents. And | amof the firm belief
that is what really happens. |f the issueis volatile
enough, then they can in fact...it can result in their
def eat . Now | feel that this is oneof those bills sinply
because we're going to be insuring that a phone conpany w |
be allowed to increase their billings at | east 10 percent
for the local rate. Now you have the situation, at the
present tine, with the Public Service Conm ssion where the
Public Service Commission is the one that takes the heat for
t hese increases xn tel ephone rates. Noweven my...I' ve been
involved in looking at telephone rate increases and |'ve
felt that sometimes maybethe Public Servi ce Conmi ssion was
alittle bit lenient on allowing certain increases to be
billed to ratepayers jn the Omha area. But the heat that
was taken was all taken with the Public Service Comm ssion.

They were the ones that had to say, well, we are going to
allowthe billing to increase whatever, 10 percent, and they
were the ones that ot all the telephone calls from the

constituents saying that there s no need to increase it
that particular amount, there s no need to i ncrease the
profit of a phone conpany to that extent. | think that is a
pretty good system | think there is a nice situation right
there where they act as the judge, and they look atboth
sides and they say, well, maybe this year they need this
much money, or maybe this year tney don't need quite this
much money. But we'renot saying that here. W th this
particul ar amendment we are saying no matter how much noney
you spend, no matter how much money you increase your top
executive salaries, no matter how many nice things you buy
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