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SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President, and members of the body,
I ' ve never been one to use the delaying tactics t hat a r e
available to all of us who understand it to stop a bill. I
do not choose to do that. I choose to point out to you the
error of what I believe is a very serious mistake i f y o u
adopt the D eCamp am endment. I know that Senator
DeCamp...I'm sure Senator D eCamp is si nce r e . I am s u r e
t hose who su p p or t t h e bill are sincere. I am sure that
there will be ample opportunity for you to explain that
sincerity to the constituents you serve and th e r e a sons why
you supported the DeCamp proposal. But I'm going t o t e l l
you, as I said earlier, the DeCamp b il l do e s n o t do t h at
which you want it to do, does not do that which you can
j ust i f y . The r e w i l l co me a t i m e when you w i l l r eal i ze t ha t .
The bill should not have been on the floor had i t no t b e e n
for some of the things that happened from time to time, but
it is he r e . I accep t t ha t rea l i t y . I accept the reality of
the various amendments. If the bill should advance, which I
think would be a mistake, I will offer 1119 as an amendment
on the floor on Select File. I would ask you at this time,
I will make no effort to s t all the b i ll. We wil l
withdraw...there is a kill motion which has been wi t h d r awn.
I'm going to ask you this, before you vote on this bill ask
yourself to whom your responsibility i s th e g r ea t e r , y o u r
constituency or the industry which serves that constituency.
I would ask you also is the industry not h ealthy'? Ha s t h e
industry no t e a r n ed a reasonable r a t e of r eturn upon t h e i r
investment? Do they have difficulty in meeting competition
on long distance rates? If so, there are remedies available
u nder 1 1 19 . I s t he re go i n g to be competition for local
rates'? Is there going to be a monopoly o n 'ocal territory?
T he answer i s no and y e s . Do you think you can live with
t hat? I t h i n k no t . I t h i nk t h e t i m e h a s c ome, l ad ie s a n d
gentlemen, to bring the bill to a vote. I ask you t o o p p o se
the adoption of the DeCamp amendment, a nd I a s k yo u b a s e d
upon long, lengthy debate, long, lengthy discussions with
the industry, with the Public Service Commission, and wi t h
constituencies. I do not fault the industry,I c o mmend
them. The y h a v e w or ke d l ong and h a rd and t h ey deserve
acknowledgement for that. But I would suggest that the bill
before you, in the form of the DeCamp amendment, is not the
way to go. And I would suggest that it is a mistake to
adopt it. I ask you to oppose it.

PRESIDENT: S e n a to r A b boud .
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