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education, doesn't take an awful lot of explanation. You
can read it. I'm saying again, a nd again , and aga in , what I
have said previously, that 1 119 provides f or de r e gu l a t i o n
when you have competition. LB 835 provides for protected
territory and no competition on local rates. And God help
you on the long distance. But I'm going to t el l you
something, that if you proceed to rush this bill through,
I ' ve got a l l ni gh t . It doesn't take very long to spend all
n ight at Bel l wo o d . I ' ve been g oi ng b ack t he r e el ev e n
o' clock at night and getting back here early in the morning
anyway. I' ve got as long as you want t o st a y . And I
s uggest you s t a y a s l o n g a s y o u want to, and debate it, and
argue it, and discuss it. The telephone industry deserves
that. They deserve to have the issue debated because t h ey
have hundreds of millions of dollars invested. A nd those o f
us who have one point of view ought to be able to explain
why we have that point of v iew. Those w h o a g r e e with
Senator DeCamp ought to be able to explain that. They are
an important, vital part of the S tate o f N e b r a s k a . I don' t
think they consider me to be an enemy. But I' ll tell you
one thing, ladies and gentlemen, the constituent out there,
the constituent out there needs someone to speak for them
also, the customer. I know, and Senator DeCamp has pointed
out very properly that the cost of providing service in
Bellwood, Nebraska may well be greater than that w hich i s
being obtained from the company today. I want to be able to
address that. B u t I think it ought t o b e ad dr e s sed under
the supervisory authority of the Public Service Commission,
not under the guise of just the i ndiv i dua l c ompany t ha t
happens to be in that position. If you do that, as you are
doing now under this bill, you are not going to provide that
level of protection t hat you ought t o h ave. We a r e
businessmen. I am in business, m ost of you have been. . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: . . . i n one capaci t y or a not h e r . I t i s t h e
nature of business to try...there is no law that says it is
the responsibility of business to buy high a nd sel l ch e a p .
Business survives by trying to obtain a decent return on
e quity . The r e ar e m a n y things that this Legislature has
done and the federal government has done that has made it
complicated for business to make a profit. I do not want to
complicate that process. But I want to tell you, ladies and
gentlemen, that i you hurry this bill to a vote and advance
the bill in the present form you have tonight, by the time
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