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step further, though. It said |et' s deregulate the local

rates. So, for exanple, if wehad a telephone service,
let's just take this room  Each one of u"-have a telephone.
And if we are gOI ng to...if we have one tel ephone service,
and that...let's assume Senator Lamb has a telephone
service. And Senator Lamb says, wel], | want to be the only
one in this roomto have phone servi ce. And Senator Hefner
says, well , 1'd like to have the game service al so. But
there is an agreenment among the body here that the

wel |, we can have cheaper rates if only one person iIs Kaw ng

a phone service to connect all 50 phone or 49 phonesin
this room Now considering there is only one group that is
servicing the phones in this room you would t%i nk it would
be reasonable that we would have a committee that would
deci de what a reasonable rate would pe since there would be
no conpetition. Now my belief is that you have regulation

at the long distance level. vouhave Sprint, youhave NCI,
you have AT&T, youhave a few other conpanies that are
{urrpl ng intoit as well, and you do have conpetition at the
ong distance level . You have I ong distance at the federal

level . So maybe we should have Ion distance in this state
deregulated. But when we start ?king about the |gcal

level, we are talking about a si tuation where a monopoly

exists. We are tal king about pq conpetition. If I'm upset
at Northwestern Bell, back in Ralston, gng] say, well, |
don't like your service, there is not g4 whol e heck of a Iot
that | can do about that situation . | can't go around and,

say, call up LTD andtell ne...ask themto connect ne with
the phones. It just won't happen So we've allowedthese
I ocal conpanies to set up a nonopoly situation. put, at the
same token, we say be reasonable about it, only charge what

you need to make a good profit. Nowin the bill.. |
shoul d say in Jackie Smith's anmendnent, \hichis nowa part
of the DeCamp anendnent, which hopefully or which may be
adopted, we tell the phone conpanies that they can make a
20 percent increase jn what they are charging right now.
Now !l don't knowhow many farnmers in this district or how
many farnmers in the state are making g 20 percent increase
in their profit next year. | don't know how many
businessmen in this state are making a 20 percent increase
intheir profit. Quite frankly, I don't know anybody in the
state that is making a 20 percent increasein the profit
that they are going to be able to charge their consuners.

But yet we are debating whether. how much we should all ow
themto do it. | viewthis 20 percent as a ceiling. | view
it as a situation that each one of those phone conpanies has
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