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ballot. That's simply not true. First of all, I'm not sure
t he p r oc e s s i s e ven nec e s s a r y , however, it i s another
safeguard, but the numbers involved, particularly with t h e
Smith amendment are going to amount to three or 4,000 at the
maximum for the largest phone c ompany, no t an un r ea s onab l e
number by an y means . And in the case of some of the smalle r
companies, it could be a very few, a handful of people. So
that protection, I believe, zs more than adequate, but as I
say, I support the Smith amendment, but I think Senator
Landis shouldn't create .hese false impressions, i f y ou
would, as to what is really zn h e b i l l .

P RESIDENT: Sen at o Ab bou d , d o you wi sh t o spe ak t o the

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. Presiaent and colleagues, I rise to
support Senator Smith's amendment. I guess I don' t r e al l y
see anything wrong with .he particular amendment. I d on' t
think it really does a whole heck of a lot to deal with the
actua' issue of what we' re acing to be talking about, and
since i= doesn't do toc much, I'm aoina to support it. And
with that, I urge y ou all to support the amendment too .
Thank you .

P RESIDENT: Sen a t o r La m b .

SENATOR LAME: Mr. Pres>dent and me mbers, t hi s i s a
d xf f x c u l t , a mendment t o de c . i d e w h e t h e r t o suppor t o r opp o s e .
What i t re a l l y d oe s i s make a bad bill slightly better. And
so ' f I sup p o r t the amendment, am I in effect making it so
tha the ball may have a be t t e r c h anc e t o p as s . ' But t h e
Smooth amendmen= has>cally does not cure the problems that
are b r ough t by t he DeCamp amendment. I wo uld ask you to
l ook at t he Sm'th amendment or. p age 2 , 1' ne 8 , t ha t
p aragraph i s good excep t for one thang. It says the
commission may, o n its own motion, r eview ba sic local
exchange r at e s o f any telecommunica sons company if the
company has ncr e ase d s u c h rates by mor e t h an 20 percent
within a consecutive 12 month period. Okay, what does it
say? T h e p h one comp a ny c a n r a i se y ou r rates by 2 0 pe' - cent
for each year without the Public Service Commission becoming
involved unless, of course, you go through the p etition
process wh i c h ha s been d iscussed e a r l i e r . So you a re i n
effec. giving those phone companies permxssxon to charge
20 percen t i ncr e a s e per ye ar . Also at t h e end of the
amendment I would poznt out that i t s a y s o n l ane 6 , p age 3 ,
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