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SENATOR SCHMIT: I ' d l i k e t o po i nt o ut ano he r e xam p l e .
S ince 1978 on e c o mpany ha s f i l e d r a t e a p p li ca t i o n s w i t h t he
Public Service Commission forrate increases of more than
$127 mi l l i on . Th e Pu b l i c Service Commission has granted
$55 million of those increases. I want to point out now, of
c ourse , t ha t h ad som e of the earlier increases been granted,
you can't subtract th 55 million from 1 27 mi l l i on be c a u s e
they might have a tendency to over' ap, but I think we al l
would agree that there would have been a sub stantial
increase in the total revenues to thi co mpany h ad t h o s e
r ate i nc r e as e : ; L v e n i n o f f ~ =i a : i v qu e s t e d " s hee 197 8 . I ' ve
never bee n accu se d of bein g an ibu siness i n t h i s
Legislature. :'m not aga' nst business making a reasonab l e
profit. How ever, I do not believe it is fair f or a
noncompetitive business to make ar. unreasonable profit at
the benefit o f ca p i;e c ustomer s . '. h ave ot he r f ew
quest i o n s I ' d l i ke t o ask Senator DeCamp. I'm afra i d I ' m
out of time at this time.

I'RESIDENT: Amendment on the desk.

CLERV.: Mr. President, Senator Smith would move to amend the
DeCamp amendment. Senator Smitl.'samendment i 26 ~9 and as
she indicated, the c opies have b eer. p a s sed o u t . (Smith
a mendment app e a r s on pag e. 168 6 - 8 7 of t h e Leg i s l at i v e
J ourna l . )

PRESIDENT: Th e Ch a i r recogni"es Senator Jacklyn Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank ,ou, Mr. hairman . I wou l d j u s t l i ke
to give a I ttie b i o b ack ground a= fa r a s whe r e I am
coming from on this issue. As a me moer of the Public Works
Committee I think that we all had a deep concern when this
' ssue wa b rough t t o us r eg ar d i n g, you kno w , how will this
affect the public, what's going to happen to the rural rates
in r u r a l N eb r a s k a and as well as what will happen to future
serv i ce . An d I gu e ss over time and in listening to a lo t o f
debate and a lot of input from a lot of sides of the issue,

have become convinced that we must look toward the future
and that we have t o look at doing something that wil l
preserve service in our state and so f o r t h at r ea son I
worked h a r d w i t h he telephone companies in trying to come
up with a compromise and =h at ' s t he po i n tnat I wan- to
br' ng out t l .a t I do t h i nk that telephone companies in
general have made a lot of g ood fa th effort i n t r y i n g t o
compromise, coming together, trying to adcress the concerns
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