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best of all possible worlds for the telephone companies, no
competition and a no regulation of the prices which the
phone companies may charge. The DeCamp amendment continues
this pr oce d ure w hi ch I consider to be a lmost absurd.
Senator DeCamp has always been a person who talks about the
benefits of competition and I would agree with him on that
b asis . Co mpet i t i o n , h e a n d I wi l l ag r e e , wil l lo wer p r i ces .
S enator D e Camp h a s s a i d many times, and I agree, t hat
competition will allow the marketplace to determine what
price should be charged for a particular good or a service.
We have seen evidences of lack of competition. We know what
h appens when t ha t o c c u r s . My question to Senator DeCamp is
this. Where is the competition in your am endment? I t h i nk
that his answer and my answer must be the same. T here i s n o
opportunity for competition in this amendment. If
competition was allowed, then if you thought your phone rate
was too high, you could just do business wi t h another
telephone c ompany. I do not believe Senator DeCamp's
amendment allows you to do this. For example, I ' d l i ke t o
ask Senator Hefner if he, being in the oil b usiness , h a d a
license from the State o f Nebraska t o d o bu si n es s in
Lancaster County totally alone, wi t ho u t c o mpet i t i o n , and
then allow him to set the price of gasoline at whatever
price he wanted to charge for it, I think he would concede
that that would be a pretty good deal for S enator He f n e r .
But I ' m afraid that the customers might no t l i ke i t t oo
well, might in fact feel that they were subsid i " i ng " be i n g
charged an unfair price and would have no alternative except
to pay with one exception. In the purchase of gasoline the
customers could pos ibly get out of town from t ime t o t i me
and find another source. With the telephone company, as
pointed out by Senator Lamb, you are r est r i c t e d . You a r e
totally restricted to that area to that service. I'm afraid
that if you pass the bill as amended by Senator DeCamp you
are setting the stage to what I con sider to b e a n
u nwarranted p r i c e i ncrease and y o u a r e transferring funds
from the pockets of your constituents into the c offer s o f
the telephone company. And I want to say again, I recognize
and I commend the companies for having done an excellent job
of providing service, they do an e x c e ll e n t j ob , b ut I wou l d
like to suggest that in the past we have no t d o n e t o o b ad
r ela t i v e t o p r ov i d i ng that service and relative to also
providing a fair rate of return.

PRESIDENT: One minute.
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