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best of all possible worlds for the tel ephone conpanies, po
conpetition and a no regulation of the prices which. the
phone conpani es may charge. The DeCanp anendment continues
this procedure wthich | consider to be al most absurd.
Senat or DeCanp has al ways been a person who tal ks about the
benefits of conpetition and | would agree with him on that
basis. Competition, he and | will agree, will lower prices.
Senator DeCamphas said many times, and | agree t hat
conpetition will allow the marketplace to determ ne hat
%i ce should be charged for a particular good or a service.
have seen evi dences of |ack of conpetition. e know what
happens when that occurs. M/ question to Senator DeCanp is
this. Where is the conpetition in your amendment? | think
that his answer and ny answer nust be the same. Thereis no
opportunity for competition in this amendment.
conpetition was allowed, then if you thought your phone rate
was too high, you could just dobusiness w th another

telephone company. | do not believe Senator DeCamp's
amendnent allows you to do this. For example, |'d like to
ask Senator Hefner if he, being in the oil pysiness, hada

license from the State of Nebraska to do business jp
Lancaster County totally alone, without competition, and
then allow himto set the price of gasoline at ypatever
price he wanted to charge for it, | think he would concede
that that would be a pretty good deal for genpator Hefner.
Butl' m afraid that the customers mght not like it too
well, might in fact feel that they were subsidi" ing " bein

charged an unfair price and would have no alternative exceptg
to pay with one exception. |p the purchase of gasoline the
customers could pos ibly get out of town from {imeto tine
and find anot her source. Wth the telephone company, as
pointed out by Senator Lanb, you are yestri cted. You are
totally restricted to that area to that service. |['mafraid
that if you pass the bill as amended by senator DeCamp you
are setting the stage to what I consider to be an
unwarranted price increase and youare transferring funds
fromthe pockets of your constituents into the c¢offers of
the tel ephone conpany. And | want to say again, | recognize
and | comend the conpanies for having done an excellent job
of providing service, they do an excellent job, but | would
like to suggest that in the past we have not done too bad
relative to providing that service and relative to g)s50
providing a fair rate of return.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.
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