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heard them from one end to t he ot he r , whether it be the
argument that one person is being f o r c e d t o subsidi ze
another, in other words, if it's costing $15 to provide a
particular service and you' re only charging eight, that
means you have to get the other money somewhere else . The
fact that under the present system it takes anywhere from 12
to 18 to 24 months to get a rate thing approved through the
Public Service Commission, I could go on and on . The
arguments a re a b undant , but basically they boil down to
this, to move into a deregulated system, to move into a
competitive system, to allow technology, t o al l ow new
c ompanies, t o al l ow a competitive system to develop, you
first have to begin that major process of deregulation and
t hat ' s w h a t we' re do ing . You do that by deregulating the
rates first off. Now it's not "a total deregula t i o n " , i f
you would, because as has been pointed out, it would allow a
certain number whether i t be 5 per ce n t o r 10 percent ,
whatever number you pick of the affected, and n o t i c e I use
the word affected, customers to file a petition and actually
get the Public Service Commission to step in, have a hearing
on whether the law had been followed and have a hear ing on
whether, in fact, the rates being proposed were fa i r . So ,
for example, if this other process were invoked, a number o f
citizens would file a petition. Wi thin a very limited
amount of time the Public Service Commission w ould have t o
h old a h e a r i n g an d t h e Public Service Commission would have
t o r en de r a d ec i si o n o n whether in fact there had been
impropriety on the part of the telephone company and the
rates. One key factor, you must be aware of it, is that the
s tandard w o u l d b e wh e t h e r more than the amount that i t
actually cost to provide the se r v i c e was , i n fact , b ei n g
charged . Th at wou l d b e th e st and a r d . So , i f t h e phon e
company came in, and I'm using an example here, and they had
raised the rates from $8 to $10 and a citizen f ound t h a t
excessive, but the evidence showed that the actual cost to
providing the service was $15, obviously there would not be
a violation because the standard is the actual cost of
providing the service. Now, just trying to get some
important points in here, the hearts of the bill, one of t h e
words, one of the phrases members of this Legislature have
heard a n d t h at you ' re go i ng t o h e a r i s t he p h r ase
"deaveraging" . Deaveraging or a ver a g i n g , the converse of
d eaveraging , w o r k s something l i ke t h i s . If a phone call is
made between Omaha and Lincoln, approximately a 50 mi l e
length, would fall in a certain category based on distance.
If that phone call between Omaha and Lincoln, that whatever
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