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limited amount of time is try to go through the bill piece
by piece and deal with the manner and nmethod in \hnich it
does it. Let ne sinply say jn advance that with respect to
sone of the objections raised by Senator Landis, the very
essence of the bill is a declaration of policy and then a
mechani cal inplenmenting of that policy, and that policy is
to make the best tel ecommunications service avai l abl e for
all Nebraskans under the nost conpetitive system \hich is
the world we have to face up to and live jn for the future
and to begin it now, to lay in place the cornerstones for
that policy now. Andl believe seriously, if you will read
the bill, if you will understand ¢he bill, you will realize
that this is inevitable, that you have to do thi
essentially these things, if you are going to have a ecent
tel ecommuni cations system and industry inthis gstate. O©Of
course, the first part of the bill simply provides that the
mul titude of definitions, and let me sinplify that by saying
we' re talking about two things. Theline that is going into

our home that prowdes you your te|ephone service, the
ocal dial service, that's the fixed gpe if you want to use

that term Everythl ng el se becones kind of "an optional type
thing, whether it be |ong distance Whether it be the
variety of different services avail able, but basi cal |y the
basic local exchangerate is the flat nmonthly charge for
that one line into your honme or two, if you happen to have
more than one phone, but the gjal tone access method, and
then that's where we start out. Now, Senator [ amb raised
the question about deregulation and ppyi ng too fast and how
he didn't know how his area would be "affected and |'m
throwing this in alittle early. Senator Lambhas five
tel ephone distracts xnhis. ..or five telephone companies in
his district. Believe jt or not, Senator Lamb, believe it
or not, they' re all operating under this bill already for
all practical purposes. That's right. Al vyour conpanies
al ready have this bill. Al your companiesalready haye
this law. You and Senator Schmt voted for it several years
ago back when you deregul ated one particul ar

ugder 5,000. ySo that gl ready exj gtS, How doeassple%t e;.hgts'?
Fortunately for your and Senator Schmit's foresight years
ago, and your assistance in getting the f|rst pi eces of
deregulation laid in place backthen. Now we n to
follow up on your wi sdomand geni us that was prow c{eé tg
back in those days and conplete the system What do we do
with the bill": The heart of the bill i's deregul ation of the
rate structure of tel ephones. That's the sanple truth, no
secrets about it. There are a variety of reasons and you' ve
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