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my pitch this afternoon is to r eject the committee
amendments, do not adopt Senator DeCamp's amendment which
will soon be coming up, and then subsequently adopt Senator
Schmit's amendment which is AM2455. I t h i n k i t ' s i n you r
bill books, maybe it was just placed there r ecent l y . Th e
other amendment by Senator DeCamp says that you have to have
a petition drive, in ef :ect, before local rates are
supervised by the Public Service Commission . I d on ' t t h i n k
that's the way to go although Senator Jackie Smith does have
an amendment which reduces the percentage of people that
have to complain about the rates before the Public Service
Commission is taken into it, but I don ' t t h i nk t hat c u r e s
the problem. I think the best proposal is as Senator Schmit
says, re]ect the co mmittee amendments, reject Senator
DeCamp's amendment, and t hen go w ' t h Senat o r S chmit ' s
amendment.

PRESIDENT: We' re discussing the committee amendments.
Senator DeCamp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, simply t o s a y I a l so agree
the committee amendments should no t b e adopt ed , and I ' m
going to be voting against them, and then I' ll be offering
another amendment at this time.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r N e ls o n .

SENATOR NELSON: I gue s I, too, Mr. President and the body,
I h a v e t o sp eak and a sk you to reject those committee
a mendments. I, too , truly feel sorry for the r est o f t he
body that ha- not had the opportunity tc work and to sit in
on th e many , many ho u r s of committee hearings that some of
we have in Public Works. I have great reservations about
this. I am concerned abou. the local service where t h e r e i s
not competition. I' ve worked very carefully with my own,
which was my original telephone company, Hamilton County
Telephone Service, and I guess they see it that, Arlene,
i t ' s o bvious t h r ou g h t echnol og y an d so on , w e c a n n o t
probably avoid dereguiation. I know that the bottom line is
to the public, the Legislature ra sed my telephone rates,
but you have to think of i t i n t h i s v ei n t oo . I f t h e
companies ar e not a l l owed t o b e c om p e ti t i v e on th e l on g
distance service or to adjust their rates to the demand and
I think that it's been in my mind shown that long distance
se ;ice is still pricec about a third too high, that if. we
don't allow these same companies to ad)ust t heir long
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