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income tax rate and a 3.5 percent sales tax rate. But this
morning I think it is whether we want to k eep o ur wor d o r
not, whether we want to keep our word to local government,
and I t h i n k w e s h ou ld . I t h i n k we should keep our word and
override the Governor's veto and then go ahead and pass the
new proposal that will be before us.

P RESIDENT: Senato r Mo r e head, d o y o u wish t o s p eak on t he
motion? Senator Morehead. Y ou are no t i n or de r . Sena t o r

SENATOR MOREHEAD: Thank you, Mr. President and colleagues,
I appreciate your waiting at this particular time. This is
a difficult issue and Senator DeCamp has pointed out the
fact that we are looking at d ecisions on down the l i n e . It
isn't just this one decision. But along with several other
people in here, at this particular time I am going to have
to vote to override. I am going to have to vote to override
because it is like another issue that we f aced ea r l i e r on ,
several other issues we faced earlier on where we have t he
statutes on the book. We have this commitment. I hear
constant input from my district that t hey do no t wa n t a n y
m ore pressure on p r o p e r t y taxes and a vote not to return
this to the county impacts one of my count ies a t $1 1 9 , 0 00 .
Now, that is a lot of dollars in a county budget . I ag r ee
that we need to look at this program and I am happy that the
Governor introduced a bill because i t i s obv i o u s t h a t a
26 percent growth in a program is not acceptable. Many of
the elderly in my district do also express to me that this
is one program that they would be, I can' t s a y h a ppy t o g i v e
up, but it is one area that they certainly would cons ider
giving up in relation to all the other taxing methods. One
reason that I think we need to look at it is not just for
the elderly but I think that it is putting a tremendous
p ressure on o ur yo un g t axp a y e r s . I know we ar e a l l v er y
sympathetic to the elderly and the people that we p e r c e i v e
t o be on t h i s r ang e of life, this continuum of l i f e . We
want to assist them in any and all ways possible but I do
think that we need to be consider'ng our young taxpayers too
and I know that the burden of pressure on these young people
trying to get into their first homes or maintain their first
homes and raise and educate their families is unbelievable
right now, along with the federal government's demands on
their paychecks. A nything that we can do for them in
helping them to maintain their homes and raise their
f ami l i e s i n h ome s and t o o w n p r op e r t y i s v ery, ver y

Morehead.
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