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mind as we are p r oceeding to consider this override. Thank
you.

PRESIDENT: S e n a tor Va rd Jo h nson.

SENATOR V. JOHNS ON: M r. Speaker , mem b er s o f t he
Legislature, I'm going to vote to override the Governor' s
veto of LB 839. I'm going to encourage you to d o t h e sa m e.
I think that this is an issue that has to have symboli c
proportions and not real proportions and I think to spend
much time dealing with symbolism is a mistake. It seems to
me that the Governor has sa i d t hat he is perfectly
supportive of the level of appropriation contained in
LB 839. He has said that should we not overr i d e t h e v e t o ,
but take the appropriation for the current homestead program
and tuck it in some other bill, he wi l l n ot ve t o i f out , he
would support it. So what the Governor is simply saying to
us i s I p r ef e r yo u r d o i n g i t m y way as opposed t o y ou r w ay ,
but I don't have any problem with the end r esul t , sa y s t h e
Governor. Well, : guess in the end I don't mean to get into
a child's game of I'm going to do it m y way and n o t yo u r
way, but the traditional way w e operat e i n t he Neb r a s k a
Legislature is that we pass an appropriations bill, the
Governor makes a decision that he doesn't like that level of
appropriation, the Governor vetoes the appropriation and we
then argue the point and override the veto or we sustain it.
But we don' t mak a separate ag reement s aying, we l l , w e ' r e
not going to override the veto and then we' re just going to
do the same thing in a different bill knowing that you
support what we do . And t he Governor has indicated that he
n eeds some leve r age , s o t o sp e a k , to effect change this year
to the homestead program for next year and I k now what t h e
Governor has done . He h a s i n t r o d uced a bill. I think it' s
1 256 w h i c h t h e Rev e n u e Committee wi l l h ea r t omorrow a t
one-th i r t y . I do not know what the committee wil l d o w i t h
that particular bill, but I can tell you as a member of the
committee I am s ympathetic to the basic contours and
parameters of that bill. Whether there will be enough other
members who would agree me, I can't yet say, but my guess is
that the homestead program refinements will receive a fa i r
shake and treatment on the floor of this Legislature between
now and the time the session adjourns, that there is no need
for any l e v e rage, so to speak, to a feet homestead changes.
I believe that every last one of us here is concerned by the
untoward growth in the homestead expenditure. I'm confident
that we would like to at least bring that untoward growth
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